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Appropriation 
Story Told 


Behncke Reviews Air Mail 
Appropriations Bill 
In Full 


POLITICS PLAY PART 


Congressman Mead Makes 
Extensive Study of 
Situation 


By DAVID L. BEHNCKE 

1 will briefly summarize what 
has hapuened to the air mail ap-| 
propriations for the fiscal year| 
starting June 30th next and end- 
ing July Ist, 1934. 

In the first place, the air mail 
appropriations is a part of the 
Treasury and Post Office Appropri- 
itions Bill. The air mail was in- 
cluded as a part of this Bill and 
passed the House in the amount of 
nineteen million. Next the entire 
bill went to the Senate and after the 
wrangling that you are all now fa- 
miliar with, the air mail was cut 


completely out of this Bill result- | 
re- | 


ing in the entire Bill being 
ferred to a joint conference be- 
tween the House and the Senate. 


This joint conference again report- | 


ed the Bill out and replaced the air 
mail appropriations in the amount 
of nineteen million. Then the en- 
tire Bill again went back to the 
House and Senate and it again 
reverted Back the jomt—com- 
mittee because of alterations rec- 
ommended by the Senate in other 
narts of the Bill that had nothing 
to do with the air mail appropria- 
tions. The entire air mail appropri- 
itions was carried back automati- 
ctlly with the entire Treasury and 
Post Office Appropriations Bill and 
is now again in joint conference 


to 


is this paper goes to press. 
Play Politics 

After weighing the facts care- 
fully, we are wondering whether 
the sending of this entire Bill back 
is not the result of some political 
hook-up of far reaching purposes 
ind we are wondering whether the 
little time left for the present ad- 
ministration will give this matter 
sufficient time to come up and be 
before adjournment. At 
least the best we can do is to sit 
tight and be hopeful, as we have 
done everything humanly possible 
and no matter what happens to the 
iir mail appropriations we can 
have no regrets because the effort 
that was put forth in recent weeks 


passed 


by our membership through the 
1edium of a nation-wide and well 
organized effort to which we all 
contributed a great deal, is re- 


ported by national leaders to have 
been very complete and having far 

aching effect in creating the 
proper interest resulting in sup- 
port of the air commerce program 


that was not forthcoming before 
pilots called attention to the 


seriousness of the situation to their 
Congressmen and Senators. It is 
our belief at Headquarters that not 
one single bit of effort of this kind 
is wasted because if the facts are 
not made known then cannot 
expect adequate support of the air 
commerce program and when such 
facts are made known by the pilots 
to their representatives, the repre- 


we 


sentatives are in turn going to 
know the true picture regardless of 
when the matter finally will be 


brought to a head, no matter if it 
is in this session or in the next ses- 
sion. Another possibility is that 
this whole Bill is being probably 
delayed to bring it under the new 
administration for political reasons. 
The new regime has very definite 
ideas on what changes should be 
(Continued on Page 3, Col. 2.) 
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“‘The Truth About Pilot’s Pay’ is a wonderfully prepared statement of facts that will be helpful 
in any hearings that may be held in the future.” 


WILLIAM GREEN, 


President, American Federation of Labor. 





Aid Air Mail 


Representative Melvin J. Maas 
Rep, Minn.) World War flier and 
friend of the air line pilot has in- 
troduced a bill in the House which 
would call for organization of the 
country’s air mail pilots into a spe- 
cial air corps reserve trained and 
commissioned for instant duty in 
time of war. 

All contractors under the 
terms of their contracts would be 
forced to grant their pilots a 15 
days’ military leave annually so 
that the fliers could receive train- 
ing at military and naval stations. 

“The fundamental purpose of 
the air mail subsidy,” said Mr. 
Maas, “is to provide national de- 
fense in the air. This bill will be a 
step in that direction. 

Mr. Maas said that his bill had 
the support of many pilots and 
air transport executives. 

President Behncke 
Congressman Maas has always 
shown exceptional initiative and 
that his bill is typical of his sound 
judgment and great foresight. It 


mail 


says that 


would require little additional ex- | 


,penditure and would absolutely 
convert the air line pilots into one 


Maas Bill to Alley, Camera Man With 


Flying Family, Tells Story 


THE AIR LINE PILOT announces that, beginning with this issue, 


it will publish the remarkable 


diary 


written by Norman Alley, 


newsreel man, who accompanied Hutchinson and his ‘Flying Family’ 


on their air trip which ended with 


T.W.A. Cutting Schedules 
With Northrup Deltas 


A fleet of fifteen new Northrup 
Delta type planes capable of cruis- 
ing at 187 miles an hour will be 
put into sevrice by Transcontinen- 
tal & Western 
transtontinental 
The new ships 
present TWA 
twenty-two hours. 

Mail, 
will be carried. 


Air over the mid- 
mail route. 
shorten the 
of about 


air 

will 
services 
and 


passengers, express 


Cargo capacity is 


\2,000 pounds. 








of the finest war machines in ex- 
istence. 

President Behncke is 100 per 
cent behind the bill and urges that 
the AIR LINE PILOTS ASSOCIA- 
TION support the measure in full. 

A copy of THE TRUTH ABOUT 
PILOTS’ PAY was recently mailed 
to Congressman Maas. 


a disastrous crash. Alley tells all 
the intimate details of the flight, 
which held the attention of the 
world. The story is copyrighted and 
it is only through special permis- 
sion of the author, that THE AIR 
LINE PILOT is now able to pre- 


sent, for the first time, this un- 
usual and history-making docu- 
ment 

Besides the Alley story, THE 


AIR LINE PILOT will publish in 
future issues the diaries and writ- 
ings of other members of the Hut- 
chinson flight. 

To the ALPA and newspaper 
world, Alley needs no introduction. 
For a decade he has been the out- 
standing newsreel man of the 
country and because of his daring 
camera work in the air he was 
fitted for the job of recording the 
Hutchinson jaunt across the ocean 


EXCLUSIVE DIARY 
By NORMAN ALLEY 


February, 1933 


PILOTS’ PAY 


BRIEF NEEDED 


Committee Furnishes Much 
Data: Rough Draft 
Is Drawn 


GREEN PRAISES BRIEF 


Report Will Be Kept up to 
Date to Maintain 


Ideals 


By DAVID L. BEHNCKE 


In the efforts of any Association 
or Organization whose main fune 
tion is to maintain fair salaries and 
working conditions, a basis for 
their arguments must be establish 
ed. In our case, the pilots’ pay sit- 
uation had never until recently 
been completely summarized al- 
though the need for such a sum- 
mary was keenly felt for some 
time. Recent happenings in Wash- 
ington and on several of the Op- 
erating lines again brought home 
the need for such a summary. 
Shortly before the first of this year 
Headquarters set into motion a far 
reaching program to gather mate- 
rial to serve as a basis for a re- 
port to the Post Office and Post 
Roads Committee on the pilots’ 
pay question and the air commerce 
situation and its relationship to the 
pilots’ pay situation generally 
speaking. The way this was gone 
about was this. A pay committee 
was appointed which consisted of 
all the pilots from all lines flying 
into Chicago. This committee met 
at Headquarters on Thursday, De- 
cember 22, 1932. Luckily we were 


favored with a large attendance 
due to bad weather Much helpful 
data was gathered in this 


E Way. 
The chairman of this committee in 
his opening remarks stated that the 
{purpose of this committee was to 
give sound argument why pilots 
were entitled to adequate salaries 
commensurate with services 
dered and dangers involved. 
Draft Drawn 

This furnished Headquarters 
with the material for the first 
rough draft from which the final 
report was made. This rough draft 
was then hurriedly mimeographed 
and submitted to all pilots’ execu- 
tive councils with instructions to 
hold meetings and offer still fur- 
ther suggestions. The results were 
most gratifying. 


ren 


Headquarters was then faced 
with the compilation of the data 
thus secured,—a long and difficult 
task. Much of the necessary in- 
formation was obtained with the 
help of our Washington represen- 
tative, Mr. E. G. Hamilton. Due to 
the importance of getting this 
pilots’ pay report out, other work 
at Headquarters was put in a place 
of secondary importance. It is not 
hard to imagine how this slowed 
things up at Headquarters, and that 
the reason why some of you 
have not been getting answers to 
your mail promptly. However, we 
are again completely caught up at 
Headquarters and our regular As- 
sociation business will 
ceive prompt attention. 

Summarizing the whole situa- 
tion, we believe that we have in 
the report now commonly known 
as THE TRUTH ABOUT PILOTS’ 
PAY established a basis of our plea 
for adequate salaries and fair 
working conditions. This report has 


1S 


again re- 


and ice-capped mountains of |80ne forward to all of our mem- 


Greenland. 

In conclusion, THE AIR LINE 
PILOT wishes to point out that 
Alley prepared his manuscript at 
the time of the flight and there- 
fore his work produces a vivid pic- 


jture. The story begins on page 8. 


bers. It has been handed to all 
Senators, Congressmen and other 
| officials in Washington who have 
manifested an interest in our prob- 
|lem. The Association contends that 
the quickest and surest way to 


(Continued on Page 3, Col. 4) 
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| DECIDE FOR YOURSELF | 


By DAVID L. BEHNCKE 


Repeating the words of the Postmaster General in a 
conference that took place several months ago, he stated 
that things do not usually happen unless there is a reason 
for them to happen, and things are not usually created to 
take a definite place and serve a definite purpose unless 
there is some definite need manifested beforehand. 





Carrying this same thought into the problems con- 
fronting the piloting profession generally resulted in the 
Air Line Pilots Association coming into being. The need 
was there. If it was not there, it would not have been 
possible to completely organize the line pilots of this coun- 
try as quickly and completely as it was done. There was 
not only a need, but a very extremely urgent need, made 
so, especially, by the unfair methods usually carried into 
problems involving man power and high finance. Severe 
criticisms have been aimed in our general direction. 
Alarmists and radicals have pointed to us as seeking to 
control this and to control that, having carefully laid plans 
to do this. The leaders have been pointed to as men seek- 
ing to create good jobs for themselves, and all sort of ab- 
surdities. We have not replied to these criticisms which 
we realize are for the most part made for a purpose, but 
we have gone ahead plodding and plowing according to 
the best dictates of the ones elected by majority vote to 
lead us. We have kept our noses to the grindstone and 
minded our own business, have met all troubles fairly, 
squarely and fearlessly, letting those we deal with know 
that we are fair and honest in our purposes and that they 
must have some semblance of fairness on their side before 
they can expect us to meet them half way in the solution 
of problems common to both sides. 


Recently an official high in operating circles made the 
following remark,—If the operators would stop fighting 
and bickering among themselves and would stop present- 
ing an antagonistic attitude toward their pilots, and if they 
would take the same atttiude that the pilots are taking 
through the medium of their Association which is attempt- 
ing to establish co-operation between themselves and those 
they work for and do their full share in any emergency 
where the normal and healthy development of the indus- 
try, to which we have all dedicated the best part of our 
lives is in danger, then we would all get much further. 


In the present critical situation involving proper sup- 
port of a baby industry being brought into existence 
through the medium of the air mail program which now 
employs many people and will soon employ many more 
and, according to Brisbane, will probably be one of the 
factors in leading this country out of the depression, the 
pilots are working honestly and sincerely, contributing 
their time and money unselfishly in a nation-wide program 
which amounts to the proper presentation of the true facts 
to the representatives of the people in Washington that 
have the power to guide the future destiny of a great new 
industry—air commerce. 


It may be well to weigh the facts honestly and sin- 
cerely and then ask yourself the following question,—“‘Are 
there unreasonable and radical tendencies in the leader- 
ship of the air commerce industry, and if so, which side of 
the fence is it on?” 
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By CLARENCE W. HUDSON 
No. 12 

The big news scoop this month 
is pertaining to the Herlihy family. 
A seven and one-half pound daugh- 
ter arrived to bless their home on 
January 12. Mother, father and 
daughter are all doing nicely. 

Members of this council, and I} 
jam sure the entire membership, are 
|deeply concerned over the fatal 
crash here at Newark Airport that 
demanded the life of our fellow- 
member, Albert Komdat. The writ- 
er is in possession of a news clip- 
ping taken from one of the lead- 
ing papers of this section, that 
tends to reflect upon the pilot in 
this case. I am sure that this is a 


__|regrettable incident, and anything 


that we might do in the future to 
eliminate such mistakes would seem 
constructive to our cause. 

Pilot Leigh Murphy has been 
out of the schedule for a few 
weeks. He recently submitted to 
an operation that was quite suc- 
cessful. With a little more rest, 


_|he will be right back in the sched- 


ule. 
By W. W. BRAZNELL 
No. 15 

Since the last edition of our 
paper Council No. 15 has suffered 
a decrease in membership amount- 
ing to approximately 25%. Walter 
Hunter and Bobbie Jewell being 
transfered to Memphis, Tenn., on 
the Cleveland to Dallas run. This 
change occurred as a result of the 
discontinuance of the St. Louis- 
Omaha run, in operation § since 
May, 1929. We sure hate to lose 
these fellows and hope to be post- 
ed as to their welfare and “goings 
on” through the Memphis Council’s 
News Letter. 

Leo Wassenberg surprised the 
gang at the Operations Office, a 
few days ago, by appearing there. 
He looks fine and seems to be 
mending rapidly, although he is 
still in a cast. He left the hospital 
about February 6. 

The new Curtiss Condor, built 
here in St. Louis has been a daily 
frequenter of the ozone adjacent 
to Lambert Field as it rapidly com- 
pletes tests for A. T. C. It is a 
beautiful looking ship, inside and 
out, differing in appearance from 
its older sister insofar as its wings 
are tapered, the old box kite tail 
has been replaced by a clean look- 
ing, single rudder empennage, its 
two cylinder F’s built into the 
lower wing and a retracting land- 
ing gear. Adoption of a single bay 
wing has lent cleanness to _ its 
lines. As to performance, the way 
this big ship streaks through the 
sky disperses any doubt as to the 
authenticity of the statement that 
in tests it has exceeded expecta- 
ions on cruising and high speeds, 
i. e. 140 and 170 m. p. h. That it 
can handle: a load is evident by 
every line and characteristic. I 
have no dope as yet on the flying 
qualities of the new job but judg- 


ing from the thought exercised in| 


the design and engineering this 
important quality will not be lack- 
ing. Sound proofing of the cabin 
has been carried out to the nth de- 
gree. Maintenance has been greatly 
simplified and the 

throughout is superb. 





By La MAR NELSON 
No. 4 

To show you what a pilot can 
accumulate in going up and down 
his run, we cite for the edification 
of all and to give due warning to 
celibate “members of the lodge’’, 
that our erstwhile confirmed bache- 
lor council chairman, Royal Leon- 
ard, accumulated a bride last 
month. What used to be a sanctum 
sanctorum where we could meet 
and cuss and discuss, in an atmos- 
phere of maps and sextants and 
|drafting tools, is now cluttered up 
with step-ins, girdles, silk stockings 
jand similar feminine impedimenta. 
| We are all glad to learn that there 
|was no artillery in evidence at the 
|ceremony. Grace Cooper of Wins- 
ilow, Arizona, is now Mrs. Royal 
|Leonard, and in charge of all his 
| “flighty” movements. 
| All of the following pilots of the 
'Pacific Division, TWA, have com- 


pleted their instrument flying train- | returned to work January 8th. 
ing and successfully passed their| Co-pilot A. W. Leighton isn’t 
S. A. T. R. tests since December |letting any grass grow under his 
20th: Royal Leonard, Harlun Hull, | feet, as he is taking his blind flying 
Dutch Halloway, George Rice, Ole|training in a Taper-wing Waco at 
Oleson, Eddie Bellande, Johnny |Milwaukee County Airport. 
Graves, Alton N. Parker, Frank | 


onas 4 3 ; As for some of us who think we 
Williams, L. J. Chiappino, Si More- | F : ) 
house, Harry Goakes, LaMar Ne}. | have our hands full without blind 


son and Lew Goss, the division | flying, —, Senior Pilot, Joseph 
superintendent. The _ tests were | Doerflinger, is really working. Be- 
given on the Saugus radio beacon, jing handicapped as he is still learn- 
by Inspector Jaynes. Don’t think | "6. the a nig 8 he he 
we didn’t all get a thorough work-|"#VIN& quite a time trying to 
out. Hal Snead gave us our time | Walify for his citizenship — 
under the bucket, and don’t forget his S. A. T. Rating, his Radio Op- 
that there’s a bird who knows his | Ck@tor's License, and at the same 
“Als aad N’s” | time, writing a book. 


If this isn’t 
' . ,,/enough, he is often called upon to 
We shall all miss our genial | ta; before audiences, interested in 
friend, Inspector : Marshall S. | Aviation. Believe it or not, Joe 
Boggs, who lost his life in an air-| (4, give a real speech, jokes and 
plane crash near Corona on the | 2) 
night of January 26. Marshall had) * 
been with the Department of Com- 
merce since 1926. Chief Inspector 
Walter F. Parkin accompanied the 


I noticed in “The Air Line 
Pilot”, that sometimes the mem- 
|bers send in bad checks, or good 


, ; dee ivate |Checks that the association gets 
body fo Oakiang Where Private twice. The latter kind MUST be 
> ‘ ey good. As this causes a lot of extra 

bookkeeping, I would suggest that, 
By — instead of giving bad checks, the 
o. members doing this should default 

Have been rather busy 


down payment. France did. 
here for the last few days. We} 

have worked on everyone possible, | 
trying to get the appropriation 





By N. A. LAURENZANA 


kept at nineteen million. American No. 12 

Legion, Kiwanis, Rotary, Chamber; There were sixteen members 
of Commerce, Young Men’s Busi- present at the last monthly ALPA 
ness Club. Dinner held at the Westlake 


Some of them were rather hard- 
\boiled and disinterested at first 
The hardest thing is, not having 
an entree to any of these organiza- 
|tions because we have no represen- 
tation among them, in the way of 


hotel. Those present were Messrs. 
| West and Bradford of T. A. C.; 
|Baker, Smith, and Couples of 
|P. A. L.; Dryer of A. A.; Larned, 
|Martin, Coulter, Reeder, Johnson, 
|Neff, Bjorkbohm, Fay, and myself 


membership. For our future bat-!of N. A. T. 
tles, it would be well to have some The prime purpose of these meet- 
member of the local organization | ings is to promote a more intimate 
belong to some of these more rep-| relationship, a closer acquaintance, 
resentative clubs, because the value |and a better understanding among 
of mingling with prominent busi- | the pilots of the various air-lines, 
ness men and forming a certain ac- |serving this locality. Consequently, 
quaintance and friendly relations |there has been no effort to transact 
with them day in and day out, will/any Association business; however, 
be of inestimable value to us when | matters pertaining to the Associa- 
the time arises that we need these tion are frequently aired and dis- 
organizations’ unified effort to get|cussed around the table, and I may 
to the men in Washington who to a|take the opportunity to transmit, 
large extent have the future of|herewith, our unanimous vote of 
aviation in their hands. |commendation and thanks to Dave 
It was due, I believe, to the fact |@nd his assistants for the “Truth 
that Mrs. Burns had for many | About Pilots’ Pay”’. ; It is felt that 
years been a member of the Asso- | the time and effort involved in the 
ciation of Commerce and of the|Compilation of this volume was 


Council of that organization, that |™ost wisely expended. The facts 


helped us to gain access to the| 
heads of the organization recently 
and in December. 


contained therein were a _ revela- 
| tion to no few pilots, and should 
|raise the eyebrows on many a Con- 


workmanship | 





St a in ileal ada but | 2tessional and Official forehead. 
knows most of the members still, ” 7 yr to note the 
and the enclosed clipping is one of | vonens Ci * *hi a held ro 
the results of her recent contacts. | \#7S@s “ity, Chicago, and Newark. 
Pilots as you know, are trans- | Here’s hoping the idea soon be- 
ferred from one place to the other | SOMES National. 








so often that they don’t have much} 
chance to form a wide acquaint- 
ance with the business men and_| 
politicians of any place. They are | 
therefore usually at a complete | 
loss as to where to turn when the 
|need arises. | 


“To fly West, my friend, is a 
flight we all must take for a 
tinal check.” 





In Constant Memoriam 


Andert, Paul A.—BAT West 
** * 





The idea of a membership like 
|these or one of them referred to 
would get around all these diffi- 
culties. 


Bigelow, Ed.—Varney 
*-?e 

Bowen, J. E.—T. & W. A. 
*¢ ¢ 

Briggs, Francis W.—AA South 
ses 


By SAM CARSON 
No. 28 

Our line has been forced to dis- 
continue our morning run from 
Milwaukee to Detroit and return, 
idue to the usual falling off of the 
|passenger business experienced 
|during the winter months. I am 
sorry to say that this cut in sched- 
ule caused a corresponding cut in 
|personnel, and Pat Gossett and 
|Jim Benedict have been laid off. 
| Pat has temporary work. He 
\left February ist, to deliver a 
|Stinson Junior for the Stinson 
|factory, to the Governor General 
|of the State of Tobasco,., Mexico. 
|Benedict is now in the Bahama 
|Islands, with Bart Baretebaigh, 
former Century pilot, looking over 
a temporary job. Benedict expects 
to meet Gossett in Miami, Florida, 
soon, to look over a prospective 
route in the Bahamas. 

Co-pilot H. O. Setter has been 
laid up for the last two months 
with a sprained shoulder, and just! J 


Brock, Wm. S.—Waiting List 
Cox, Floyd—Ludington 

ses 
Fields, Glenn T.—A. A. 

s*# ¢ 
Fuller, Ray E.—A, A. 

s** 
George, Hal—TWA 

sss 
Hill, George W.—T. A. C. 

set 
Kelsey, Harold J.—AA South 
Komdat, Albert C.—E. A. T. 

se 
Lucas, Verne—Ludington 

s=e*¢ 
Malick, Forrest E.—NAT East 

. 
Montee, Ralph—T. & W. A. 
a 

Potter, Norman W.—BAT West 
Robbins, wm, J. BAA South 
Rousch, Chas. JV.—Northwest 
Rust, F. H.—TAC 

es 2st 
Sandblom, J. Ve -P 
Sharpnack, J. W BAT West 
Swanson, Axel—AA Universal 


Vance, Claire K —B. A. T. 
s**t 


Wheaton, Harold A —Century 
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HERE’S CAMERAMAN NORM ALLE 


NEW ACCOUNT 
OF FLIGHT AND 
RESCUE TOLD 


First Exclusive Story Given) 
Air Line Pilot Readers | 
From Diary 


By NORMAN ALLEY 
(Copyright By Norman Alley) | 
We took off from New York} 

aboard the S-38 Sikorsky Amphib- | 
ian with the most elaborate array | 
of camera equipment ever to 
be used from the sky. We had a} 
talking picture camera and sound 
recorder together with smaller 
hand cameras for emergency use. | 
Our intentions were to try and} 
bring back to America a true cel-| 
luloid record of the little known | 
lands that border the Arctic reg- | 
ions. Leaving the city and steer- | 
ing towards Boston we did not| 
bother very much with photoing in- 
stead, everyone seemed busy ad- 
justing themselves, in their allotted 
space aboard plane, to the long| 
journey across land and water to 
London. 

Crossing the Bay of Fundy 
after entering Canadian territory, 
we soon were over the city of St. 
John, New Brunswick. Pilot Hut- 
chinson swooped down and around 
the land airport two or three times 
but decided it would be better to 
land outside in the water. He knew 
that the field was quite short and 
rather than risk a dangerous take- 
off, fully loaded the next day, took 
the water. 

The City of St. John showed its 
appreciation of our visit with an 
official banquet that evening and 
a warm send-off the next morning 
as we winged away for Pt. Menier, 
375 miles Northwad. The flight 
from St. John to Pt. Menier was 
nothing quite unusual with the ex- 
ception of our last one and one- 
half hour when we climbed to 
about seven thousand feet and 
scurried across the Gaspe Moun- 
tains. This terrain is perhaps the 
most rugged land on the North 
American Continent, in a wooded 
condition. We flew for half hour 
stretches with nothing beneath ex- | 
cept solid miles of timber. It offer- 
ed an opportunity for taking a few 
feet of movies but they contain 
very little contrast because of the | 
unbroken forest appearance of the 
ground. 

Arrives at Pt. Menier 

Arriving at Pt. Menier which is 
located on Anticosti Island, near 
the mouth of the St. Lawrence 
river, we made a nice landing and 
were greeted by the manager of 
the Anticosti Island Corporation. 
Our stay at this place for five days 
awaiting a good weather report 
was made most interesting through 
the good efforts of our hosts. We 
went trout fishing, horse back rid- 
ing and played lots of cards. 

Receiving a good weather report 
covering the Labrador Coast, we 
prepared to take off for Hopedale, 
1 remote Eskimo colony, about 500 
niles north. Due to our fuel ca- 
pacity it was considered necessary 
to make for a direct line across 

vast untraveled wasteland of 

Labrador rather than choosing the 
nore safe route around the coast 
line We crossed over the St. Law- 
rence and steered immediately in- 
land and north east. After two 
hours of rather monotonous cruis- 
ing we reached the edge of the 
timber line and could see nothing 
forward except great spaces of 
barren, foreboding masses of gray 
rock. An abundance of small lakes 
and rivers loomed around us at all 
times so that we were not confront- | 
ed with danger in case of a forced 
landing. Many movies of interest 
were taken over this remote coun- 
try. 

Our arrival at Hopedale was the 
occasion for a most unusual recep- 
tion on the part of the natives. The 
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Where The Flight Ended | 








NEAR DISASTER—Norm Alley, ace newsreel man aid cameraman on the ill-fated flight of The Flying 


Family, snapped this picture shortly after the amphibian came down on the sea in the far north. 


The 


landing on the water was made on an attempted trans-Atlantic crossing. In this and subsequent editions of 
THE AIR LINE PILOT, Mr. Alley, now an official on the Herald and Examiner, will tell the true and 
exclusive story of the expedition, based on his diary and personal experiences. 

Photo through courtesy of International News Photo. 


Appropriation 
Story Told 


(Continued from page 1) 


made in the laws governing air! 
mail which will definitely place it 
on the road to being self-support- 
ing over a period of time. 
Mead Studies Bill 

The Post Office and Post Roads 
Committee headed by our very 
staunch friend Congressman James 
Mead, have been making a very 
extensive study of the entire situa- 
tion. Congressman Clyde Kelly, a 
member of this committee and com- | 
monly referred to as the father of | 
air mail, is compiling new legisla- | 
tion now, designed to make the air 
mail self-supporting in the shortest 
possible time. Needless to say, all 
of this deserves the support of all 
sane thinking people because the 
program of the Post Office and 
Post Roads Committee is construc- 
tive, and unless constructive mea- 
sures are brought into this air mail 
picture it cannot expect to survive. 
Mr. Mead and Mr Kelly deserve a 
great deal of credit. 


entire colony including more than 
200 husky dogs clambered down 
the rocky shore line and showed us 
by sign and facial expressions that 
they were glad to see us. We found 
a Moravian Missionary at Hopedale 
and received most courteous treat- 
ment from him. An Eskimo fellow 
about 50 years old was able to 
speak a fair degree of English and 
gave me valuable assistance in ob- 
taining many feet of good movies. 
We staged the entire landing scene 
over again and the natives entered 
into the activity most interestingly. 
I have never worked among such a 
patient people as the Eskimo. 
Watch Weather 

We watched our weather reports 
for the next two days with more 
than usual interest. The great vari- 
ations of weather to be usually 
found over the Davis Straits from 
Labrador to Greenland make _ it 
extremely difficult to predict, from 
any given reports, what we might 
encounter on this leg of our flight. 
We do want to know, if possible, 
before taking off whether the Coast 
of Greenland is free of fog but our 
radio contact in Greenland is at 
Juliannahaab and that station is 
about 400 miles south of our in- 
tended destination. They are not 
eager to assist us with these re- 
ports, however, inasmuch as the! 
Danish Government has_ turned 
thumbs down on our crossing that 


country. Hutchinson is becoming 
particularly impatient at the delay 
and does not seem to care whether 
we get any weather reports at all. 
He only wants a clear day for take- 


loff and is willing to risk the over- 


sea trip, once in the air, regardless 
of the known treacherous condi- 
tions. He is fretting constantly 
about his being able to fulfill his 
radio contracts and seems ob- 
viously more concerned about them 
than he is about the = slightest 
safety factor of the hop. 

Joe has consistently been warn- 
ing Hutch about the utter disre- 
gard Hutchinson has for overload- 
ing the plane. I don’t know what 
the Department of Commerce load- 
ing maximum for the ship is, but 
from what Joe says we are about 
1,000 lbs. overloaded now. This is 
dangerous especially if rough wea- 
ther is encountered. Hutch refused 
to allow Joe to trim down the 
weight by shipping small articles 
back to the States from here; such 
as the cabin rug, etc. Hutch claims 
they must have the ship looking 
like a flying home when we reach 
London-——for effect! If that. atti- 
tude continues to prevail we'll 
never reach London in this ship. 
We have to take on ten five gallon 
tins of gasoline here to give 


us 
enough cruising radius to reach 
Gotthaab. They have just gassed 


up and these extra cans are spread 
all over the cabin and make it al- 
most impossible to load the Mrs. 
and girls in on top. 
Fire Hazard 

You cannot hardly move now in 
the cabin any friction might 
cause a swell bonfire. This flight to 
Greenland isn’t going to be any 
picnic, with the extra weight and 
uncertain weather. It seems a 
shame to look at the two girls 
squeezed in here without any per- 
ception of what it’s all about. They 


as 


have been terribly air sick all the 


way from New York and I hope 
they’ll get acclimated soon, as it’s 
no fun playing nurse when New 
York expects you to be taking 
movies Jerry has been trying to 
do something with the radio outfit, 
claims he hasn’t been able to work 
it yet and that it might make a 
good anchor. 

Well we finally got away from 
Hopedale after a run of more than 
a mile. Hutch seems to think he’s 
still flying a Stinson the way he 
allows for taxiing space. Joe has 
argued with him at every take off 
to get him to go far enough down 
for a safe run. It seems funny that 
Hutch, with less than five hours on 
a Sikorsky, would hesitate an in- 
stant on such questions as take offs 


PILOTS’ PAY 
BRIEF NEEDED 


(Continued from page 1) 
stabilize the industry and to place 
it on a sure-footed and _ self-sup- 
porting basis free from subsidies 
is to stabilize the various factors 
which go to make up air commerce. 
Of these, one of the most outstand- 
ing is the piloting profession. The 
purpose of the pilots’ Association 
in furnishing this report of pilots’ 
pay in addition to other things is 
to bring out the true facts sur- 
rounding the air line piloting pro- 
fession so that steps may be taken 
by legislative action, if necessary, 
to insure its stabilization. 

Green Gets Brief 

When this has been accomplish- 
ed, a great stride will have been 
made towards placing the piloting 
profession as well as the entire air 
commerce program on a sounder 
and more secure foundation. Many 
good comments have been received 
from every part of the country, 
particularly Washington, on the 
thorough and complete way that 
the problems affecting pilots’ pay 
are outlined in THE TRUTH 
ABOUT PILOTS’ PAY. The out- 
standing of these remarks is the 
one made by William Green, presi- 
dent of the American Federation 
of Labor, which is reproduced with 
the front page cartoon of this issue 
entitled “IT BALANCES”. 

It is the intention of this Head- 
quarters to keep this pilots’ pay 
report up to date, making changes 
with the changes in the industry 
with a view in mind to build up and 
maintain the high standards of the 
piloting profession necessary to 
public safety in air transportation, 
which, after all, is the key note of 
our efforts. 





and landings. Joe has had thorough 
training on these jobs and is a fac- 
tory man and for that reason alone 
ought to know the important char- 
acteristics of the ship. However, 
we’re in the air again and, in about 
seven hours, ought to be over 
Greenland. Weather good leaving 
Labrador, slight cross wind, but 
very smooth flying. Thank goodness 
for that because because the girls 
don’t seem to be getting sick. 
Hit Fog 

Jerry was able to hear Hopedale 

about an hour out and flashed them 


all OK. Two hours out and he is 
unable to receive anyone, some 
set! 


We run into a light overlay of 


fog about two hours out and find 


RY OF THE FLYING FAMILY 


_Three 








THREE EXPERTS MAKE 
UP HUTCHINSON CREW 


Among Alley’s companions of 
the Hutchinson flight were Peter 
Redpath, navigator and former 


partner of Harold Gatty. He is 
now teaching navigation on 
a ® 

Joseph Ruff, engineer from 
the Sikorsky plant. 

Jerry Altfilish, expert radio 
operator. 











it broken in spots. It is laying very 
low to the water so we keep above. 
The water comes under us again at 
the 242 hour mark and we cruise 
jalong about a half hour in Clear 
weather. Made some movies going 
in and coming out of the fog 
| Three hours out and we’re running 
jinto another bank of fog. This 
|time it seems much thicker and ex- 
tends all across the horizon. Pete 
|makes some hurried observations, 
drift, etc., before we are forced 
above. He is unable to take a drift 
reading unless he can see the 
face. 


Sur- 


| Four hours out and we're still 

climbing to keep above the fog 
strata. Outlook not so hot as we 
are now more than 50% beyond 
our fuel capacity and must keep 
going regardless of what weather 
we find. Hope we don’t find fog 
over the Coast of Greenland. 

Now the leaded sky is beginning 
to close down on us and about ten 
miles ahead we see that the clouds 
and the fog are joining. We are 
9,000 ft. now and the motors are 
cutting out due to ice in the car 
buretors. We have at least 1% hrs. 
of fog behind us and nobody knows 
how much ahead. We can’t climb 
any more so it looks like our blind 
flying weather is here Joe has been 
working the throttles back and 
forth to keep the ice broken as 
much as possible in the motor. 

Plane in Spin 

Here we go into the flour barrel! 
Nothing visible beyond the wing 
tips, just a large bottle of milk 
with a fly in it! Hutch seems to be 
tightening up as we hit the blind- 
ness. Would much rather see him 
relax and start reading his instru- 
ments. He keeps peering out of his 
window and Joe keeps trying to 
keep his attention attracted to his 
sperry automatic horizon finder. 
This is the one gadget that will aid 
keeping the plane laterally stable. 
Suddenly after less than two min- 
utes of total blind weather the ship 
starts doing a waltz and I can feel 
myself banging against the cabin 
sides. We are now very definitely 
in either a spin or a very tight 
spiral — and losing altitude fast. 
Hutch is unable to bring her 
around and seems to have lost all 
sense of control. Well there is 
nothing to do now but wait and 
pray that the fog is not laying on 
the water as it was when we start- 
ed into it. Down, down we go 
the up and down indicator has done 
a complete summersault! A lot of 


good aviators have gone out in 


(To be continued in next issue) 





ALPA Hears of 
Appropriations Cut 


Despite earlier reports to the 
contrary, our Washington repre- 
sentative, Mr. Hamilton, ad- 
vises Headquarters today that 
he has learned on good author- 
ity that the Committee studying 
the Air Mail Bill is again busy 
considering the Air Mail appro- 
priation which may result in a 
reduction of the $19,000,000 
Bill, already approved by the 
House and Joint Conference in 
previous session. 

We have done all we could 
Now all we can do is to hope for 
the best, unless this matter goes 
over to the Short Session, in 
which case, no doubt, further 
action will be necessary. 

The new Congress will meet 
for their Short Session April 15. 
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In the last issue of THE AIR LINE PILOT, President Behncke, 
in a signed article, advocated the retention of Col. Clarence M. Young, 
Assistant Secretary in Charge of Aeronautics in the Department of 
Commerce. 

It is therefore gratifying to note that in the February number of 
U. S. Air Services is a lengthy editorial endorsing Colonel Young. 

Quoting the editorial, “It is probably quite within the truth to 
say that a better man for the place could not be found in America. Jf 
a change is made it will be to serve the best interests of politics and 
not the best interests of the nation or the nation’s progress in aero- 
nautics.” 


ROHRBACH DEVELOPS PLANE 

Dr. Adolph Rohrbach, head of the Rohrbach Works, Berlin, 
recently revealed a new sensational design for a flying machine. 
The plane calls for wings similar in principle to the paddle wheels 
of the old type side-wheel steamboats. It is described as being 
‘fool-proof’ and will be able to rise and descend vertically and 
come to a complete halt in the air. The machine will be ready for 
its first tests next summer. 


FLYER’S FRIEND HEADS’ HOTEL 
A ‘top-flight’ hotel executive, John Sabrey, is now located in Chi- 


cago, where he is first assistant manager of the La Salle Hotel. Sabrey | put forth constantly by the ALPA 


is an old friend of the ALPA. 


HERE’S NOVEL FLYING STAMP 
According to information attached to a stamp in the collec- 
tion of Arthur Barger of New York, air mail was flown from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific in one hour in 1918. 
The flight was across the Isthmus of Panama. 


BYRD PLANNING POLAR TRIP 
Rear Admiral Richard E. Byrd, retired, has announced that he 
is preparing for his second exploration trip to the South Polar regions, 
which will start in October. A crew of forty will be taken aboard the 
cutter Bear, now being reconditioned at the Charleston Navy Yard. 


| 





TO U.S. SENATE 


| 


Appropriation Committee) 
Members Urged to Oppose 
Decrease in Fund 


Upon receipt of a wire from Mr. 
Hamilton, ALPA Washington rep-| 
resent, to the effect that the Senate | 
had voted down the entire Domes- | 
tic Air Mail Subsidy, President| 
Behncke sent the following letter | 
to all members of the Joint Com-| 
mittees considering the Air Mail| 
Appropriations. While this is but| 
a small part of a very extensive 
campaign instituted by our Asso-| 
ciation, it is typical of the efforts 


to keep Official Washington in- 
formed. 
This office has been informed 


that you are a member of the Joint 
Committee now considering the 
Air Mail Appropriations Bill. 

I am taking the liberty of ad- 
dressing you in an endeavor to 
thoroughly acquaint you with the 
true circumstances surrounding the 
Air Mail To discontinue or curtail | 
Air Mail at this time, by inade- 


The expedition will also have 150 dogs, a tri-motored plane and|quate appropriations, would be a 


two snowmobiles of improved type. 


CLAIM BULLET-PROOF PLANE 
Recent tests at Roosevelt Field indicate that progress has 
been made toward developing a bullet-proof war plane. A. K. 
Longren has invented an armor consisting of duralumin plates 
riveted together, and because of the shape of the plates, the 
bullets are deflected. 


65 MILES—SHORTEST AIR ROUTE 


A. A. Bennett is flying the shortest contract air mail route in the 
United States. It is a winter run of sixty-five miles over mountainous 
country between Boise and the gold mining camp at Atlanta, Ida. 


BRR-R! IT’S 49° BELOW 


During one of his trips aloft during the cold spell, Pilot Ray 
Colton, ‘The flying weatherman’, found it to be 49 degrees below 
zero at an altitude of 16,500 feet. 


GREETING FROM NEWS MAN 


At a house-warming given by Attorneys Ditchburne and Louns- | 


bury, we ran into Luke Hunt, assistant city editor of the Chicago Daily 


gross mistake with far reaching 
consequences. Air commerce is 
perhaps the only industry in this 
country which has shown consist- 
ent, in fact remarkable, progress 
during this disastrous period of de- 
pression. 

Air Commerce has unlimited po- 
tentialities. What this industry will 
become in twenty years is some- 
thing no living man or woman can 
foretell. It is in its infancy and, 
from every standpoint, it should be 
encouraged, especially by the Gov- 
ernment because its possibilities in 
National Defense are perhaps even 
greater than in our economic life. 
The United States must not lag 
behind other countries in this great 
development. 

Air Mail was sponsored in the 


News. Luke wishes to be remembered to all his friends in the industry. | past by the Government in order 


APPRECIATE CORRESPONDENTS HELP 


We would like to thank all our news correspondents, who 
have submitted items for publication in THE AIR LINE PILOT. 
It is this kind of co-operation that is appreciated by President 
Behncke and Headquarters. 


THEATRE MEN AIR-MINDED 


to encourage states and municipali- 
ties to issue bonds for the purpose 
of building airports and other local 
airway improvements. As a result, 
more than $100,000,000 has been 
expended by localities throughout 
the country in this development. 
This expansion was made on the 


A few of our air-minded folks in the show business are George | basis that the Government would 
Browne and Frank Olson, Roy Hobbs of the Apollo Theatre, Edward give the industry continued sup- 
Hamilton of the Adelphi Theatre, and Senator Grover Galligan of the | port until such time as it became 


Harris Theatre. 
ADVERTISING MAN FLIES 


Conrad Wageman is a Chicago advertising man, who makes 
his business trips by airline. 


AIR SAFE—HORSES HAZARDOUS 


The City Fathers of Berea, O., have decided that “Old Dobbin” public necessity and convenience. 


is a hazard to modern traffic and have adopted a resolution which 


provides that each horse must have a tail light when there is horse- | 6 


back riding at night. J 

Believe it or not, from dear old California, we ge 
horses are more dangerous than airplanes and what’s more, 
offers statistics to prove her claims. 


U. A. ADDS STEWARDESSES 
Air stewardesses are to be added to the crew of the United 
Air Lines planes flying from Chicago to Kansas City, Dallas and 
Fort Worth, Texas. 


RUSH BY PLANE TO CERMAK’S SIDE 


| 


t word that | is rapidly being replaced by rev- 
California |enue received through constantly | 


self-sustaining. According to the 
progress made to date, that time 
is not far off. In the last few years 
there has been a remarkable ex- | 
pansion in air mail and passenger 
business which is definite proof 
that air commerce conforms with 


The enemies of Air Mail deplore 
subsidy, although the subsidy | 


increasing air mail. They appar- | 
ently forget that the railroads were | 
founded on Government subsidies | 
granted them in their earlier years, | 
in the form of almost unlimited | 
privileges, franchises and even mo- | 
netary awards of fabulous value in| 
perpetuity. The “land grants’ to| 


The airliner and airplane again came into its own during the at- Pioneer railroads by a generous 
tempted assassination of President-elect Roosevelt and wounding of|Government became of more value 


Mayor Cermak of Chicago. 
the stricken mayor. 


PLANE MASTERS MUTINEERS 
A single bomb from a plane conquered the crew of the stolen 
Dutch battleship De Zeven Provincien. Twenty-two were killed, 
twenty-one wounded and the remainder were forced to immediate 
surrender. 


CHICAGO NEWS MAN FLIES 


On wings of speed, members of the fam-|than the carriers’ investment. They 
ily, police officers and doctors were rushed to Miami to the bedside of |have earned large profits continu- 


ously over long periods and their 
services always have been a heavy 
first-charge on all thep principal 
activities of the public. | 

Eventually Governmént support | 
of Air Mail will be with-drawn, but | 
to do it at this time would unques- | 
tionably bring about the immediate | 


Harry Schmidt of the Chicago City News Bureau does a wee bit collapse of this industry which em- | 


o’ flying. 


L. A. TO RIO—LONGEST HOP 
American Airways officials state that tickets recently sold to 
* Paul Roulien, actor, and G. Despoits, French sugar planter, were 
the longest ever sold on the line. The ducats were from Los An- 
 geles to Rio de Janeiro and return. 


DUAL PORT AT NEW ORLEANS - 
Shushan Airport stands today as a unique development in aviation 
history. It is a combination seaplane and land plane base near New 
Orleans and is made entirely of reclaimed land. 


here is still work to be done. 
there 1s sti aa XK. RODDY) 


More than two and | of 
one-half million dollars have already been spent on the project and |after the battle of Waterloo. 
| you know, the 1849 gold rush end- 
‘ed another depression. 





ploys thousands of workers and} 
serves in some manner almost} 
every municipality in the country. | 
Air Mail almost doubles the speed | 
of ordinary mail and cuts days off 
the time required to transmit a 
letter from coast to coast. 

Arthur Brisbane says, ‘‘Depres- 
sions are ended by something NEW 
AND STRIKING. The discovery 
steam ended the depression 
As 


Wide use 





\Suggests ALPA Write Own 


| very attractive figures on the group 


|page 2, “National Defense” pages 


than future experience justifies, 
the higher premiums will be re- 
flected in the assets of our Com- 
pany. The Company being a mu- 
tual company, the pilots will be 
benefited accordingly. 
| “A specialty company, particu- 
larly if dealing with one class of 
|risks only, like mail pilots, would 
|have a marked advantage in work- 
a jing out improvements in coverage 
Membership Sufficient to|and arriving at lower rates. Ex- 
Support Own Company si perience and development would 
je Se |indicate special features to be im- 
Our attorney, Lionel G. Thors-| Proved, special policies to be writ- 
ness, has given the question of in-|ten, and special hazards to be 
surance considerable study. The | covered. 
following comments are interest- 
ing as well as informing. He made | number of new lines of insurance 
a very extensive study on the in-j|have been developed covering risks 
surance question and gave us some snot formerly insurable or even ex- 
istent. Among these were sprink- 
plan from well established com-|lered fire risks, automobile hazards, 
panies. |hail storm insurance and other 
This matter will be gone into in/|lines; all of which were small at 
the near future by the Central | first, but have grown to large pro- 
Executive Council and their recom-| portions. In every instance it was 
mendations passed on to the Direc-|the well managed companies, spe- 
tors for final action. icializing on these risks and, first 
The following article was writ-|in the respective fields, that ac- 
ten by Mr. Thorsness and brings|complished most in the develop- 
out some very interesting points: |ment and prospered accordingly. 
“Insurance” They soon acquired a better knowl- 
“Regarding life insurance for)|edge of both hazards and insurance 
our members, it may be advisable needs than their competitors, and 
to establish a mutual company in learned how to give better cover- 
our own organization. Such a com- | age and service at lower rates. 
pany could be operated economi- “Aviation has opened the latest 
cally and the net cost of the insur-|important field to insurance. The 
ance to our members would be'/older insurance companies still 
correspondingly low. The plan is'view it with misgivings and are 
unusually practical in our case, as developing it but slowly. However, 
mortality from natural causes|there has been a general recogni- 
would be low, as our members are |tion by Life Insurance Companies 
young men in excellent physical|of the diminishing trend of the 
condition, and our risks would be hazards involved. Persons making 
scattered, with hardly a possibility occasional flights as passengers in 
of any one casualty causing more | regular air line planes can now ob- 
than one loss. Coverage on each tain policies at standard rates or 
life should be strictly limited at/at a very slight increase, and rates 
first, probably to $1,000 or $2,000, |are even quoted on pilots. This is 
and this limit could be increased |at least evidence that sufficient ac- 
as experience and the company’s/tuarial data has been accumulated: 
resources justified it. Initial prem-|to serve as a guide in fixing rates. 
ium» rates» could™be the same as! But it does not necessarily indi- 
quoted on pilots by companies now | cate that the rates now quoted are 
|fair and equitable. The history of 
jthe past has been that whenever a 
|new kind of hazard was covered by 
|insurance, the first, if not the only 
consideration of the insurance com- 
panies, was to fix the rates “high 
enough to protect the companies”, 
jand reductions were made from 
|time to time only after it was as- 
jcertained that they were amply 
| justified. And as new fields of in- 
Pilots’ Pay”. We trust you will find|surance offer but little business at 
it interesting and informing in its | first, the adjustment of rates to a 
entirety,’ but we especially refer fair basis was always a slow and 
you to “Purpose of the Subsidy’|gradual process; the companies 
|naturally devoting most of their 
37-41, “Commentary” 58-65, and/|time and attention to larger and 
“Final Summary” 66-71. imore established lines. 
As president of the Air Line| ‘We already have enough mem- 
Pilots Association, I urge that you|bers to support a company and 


surance Fees 





Group Insurance; Believes | 
It Best Plan 


AVIATION NEW FIELD 


“During the last generation a 








of electric light and power ended 
another. Full development of flying 
might end this one, bringing San 
Francisco within ten hours of New 
York.” 

Enclosed herewith is a copy of 
our report to the Post Office and 
Post Roads Committee of the 
House of Representatives. This re- 
port is entitled, “The Truth About 


|give your support to the Air Mail| give it stability, and in view of the 
|program which is a matter of even|unsatisfactory attitude of life in- 


more than national scope, and is|surance companies toward aviation 


imost certainly of vital importance |risks, we would do well to take 


to proper commercial development |steps promptly toward organizing 
of our country. jour own company.” 
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$20,000,000 ———— for air mail went from Post Office to Director 
of Budget (A), here it was cut to $19,000,000 and sent to House Speaker (1) 
who sent it to House Appropriations Committee (B); Bill was approved and 
sent to House. It then went back to Senate Speaker (2) who sent bill to 
Senate yee Committee, who reported it back to Senate for $19,- 
000,000. ere there was a fight, and the entire appropriation was wiped out. 
Vigorous protests resulted in bill being revived and given to a Joint Com- 
mittee of Conferers (D) for re-consideration. This Committee put entire 
$19,000,000 back and sent bill to House again. House sent bill to Senate, 
who in turn sent the bill back to Joint Committee. 

This is last stopping place of the bill, as Air Line Pilot goes to press, 








and it is not known if any additional chiseling of air mail appropriations 
has taken place to date. 
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POSTMASTER DISCUSSES P. O. OBLIGATIONS WITH ROBINSON 
BROWN GIVES | SCHEDULE WITH SAFETY 


VIEWS ON AIR 
MAIL SERVICE) 


| 





Says Patronage Fades with) 
Only One Flight for 24 | 


Hour Period 





Postmaster Brown details in a| 
lengthy letter to Senator Robinson 
the present obligations of the Post 
Office regarding air mail. 

February 3, 1933. | 

Pursuant to your suggestion, I 
am pleased to submit the following 
memorandum relative to the pres- 
ent obligations of the Post Office 
Department with respect to the air 
mail services: 


Section 6 of the “Act to amend 


the Air Mail Act of 1925, further 
to increase commercial aviation,’ 
as amended April 29, 1930 (Mc- 


Nary-Watres Act) provides as fol- 
lows: 

“The Postmaster General 
may, if in his judgment the 
public interest will be promot- 
ed thereby, upon the 
der of any air-mail contract, 

in substitution therefor | 

a route certificate for a period | 
of years 
from the date service started | 
under such 





surren- 
issue 


not exceeding ten 


contract to any | 
contractor or subcontractor 
who has satisfactorily operat- | 
ed an air-mail route fora per- | 
iod of not less than two years, | 
which certificate shall provide | 
that the holder thereof shall | 
have the right, so long as he | 
complies with all rules, regu- 
lations, and orders that may 
be issued by the Postmaster 
General for meeting the needs 
of the Postal Service and ad- 
justing mail operations to the 
advances. in the art of. flying 
and passenger transportation, 
to carry over the 
route set out in the certificate 
or any modification thereof | 
at rates of compensation to be_ | 
fixed from time to time, 
least annually, by the 
master General, and lie 
publish in his annual report 
his reasons for the continu- 
ance or the modification of 
any rates: Provided, That such 
rates shall not exceed $1.25 
per mile. Such certificate may 
be canceled at any time. for 
willful neglect on the part of 
the holder to carry out any 
rules, regulations, or orders 
made for his guidance, notice 
of such intended cancellation 
to be given in writing by the 
Postmaster General and forty- 
five days allowed the holder in 
which to show cause why the 
certificate should not be can- 
celed.” 


In accordance with law, 23 air 
mail contracts, covering routes ag- 
gregating 20,099 miles, all of which 
contracts were duly let by com- 
petitive bidding, have been surren- 
dered, the several contractors tak- 
ing in substitution therefor route 
certificates issued by the Postmas- 
ter General granting them the 
right, so long as they comply with 
all the rules, regulations, and or- 
that may be issued by the 
Postmaster General for meeting 
the needs of the postal service, and 
adjusting mail operations to ad- 
vances in the art of flying and pas- 
senger transportation, to carry air 
mail over their respective routes at 
rates of compensation fixed in such 
certificates and to be fixed from 
time to time, at least annually, pro- 
vided that such rate shall not ex- 
ceed $1.25 per mile, for a period 
ending not more than ten years 
from the date of beginning service 
under such contracts, to wit, on the 
5th day of April, 1936. 

Because the contracts so sur- 
rendered, all of which ran for per- 
iods fixed by law at four years, 
were executed at various times, the 
several dates of expiration neces- 
sarily fell at various times. In or- 


air mail 


at 
Post- 
shall 


ders 


























FIRST WINGS—John Huber, treasurer of ALPA and Transamerican 
| pilot, introduces David Muncaster, 10 months, to the speed and safety 


|of air travel. 


The child and its mother, Mrs. 


|were recent passengers out of Chicago bound for 


Barbara Muncaster, 
Boston. Mrs. 


|Muncaster’s decision to fly east with her child was another vindication 


| of the ALPA slogan ‘“‘Schedule With Safety”’. 


P hoto Courte Sy Cc hicago He ‘rald and E: xamine r. 


Mother, Infant Child, Call 
On Plane for Safe Travel 


Pilot Huber Wins New Pulenie ter Aviation with Fast, 
Care-Free Trip 





It seems that the 


scores of youngsters have made 








der that the Congress might have 
an opportunity to deal with the air 
mail service in its entirety at one 
time, all route certificates have 
been issued to terminate on the 
fifth day of April, 1936, ten years 
from the date of the first air mail 
contract issued, notwithstanding 
the fact that some air mail con- 
tracts were dated less than six 
years prior to April 5, 1936. All 
domestic air mail contracts have 
now been surrendered and route 
certificates issued in substitution 
therefor. No further contracts, 
route certificates or route exten- 
sions will be made by this Admin- 
istration. 

The legislative record is convinc- 
ing that Congress deemed four 
years, the period fixed by law for 
mail contracts generally, to be too 
short to justify the heavy invest- 
ment in equipment and other fa- 
cilities essential to successful air 
transport operations and therefore 
extensions in time by the device of 
route certificates were authorized 
by the Act of May 17, 1928. 

For your information, I enclose 
the complete text of a_ typical 
route certificate. 

On the good faith of the acts of 
Congress cited and the several ob- 


mothers of the 
| Association motto, ““Schedule With 
ther common for Junior to travel via airliner. 
trips across the 


land believe in the Air Line Pilots 
Safety”, as it is now becoming ra- 
During the past year 
country by plane. 
In some instances, they were trust- 
ed to the pilots. 

The latest babe to become 
minded is David Muncaster, 10 
months, 6937 Eggleston avenue. 
David and his mama recently took 
off from the Municipal Airport, 
Chicago, for Boston. They were 
piloted by John Huber of the 
American Airways, transamerican 
division. Huber is Treasurer of the 
Air Line Pilots Association. 

Other flying tots are: Seyburn 
Wade, 18 months, and the three 
young children of Mrs. C. B. Wea- 
ver of Glen Ellyn. 


air- 








ligations assumed by the Post Office 
Department authorized thereby, the 
air mail operators have made in- 
vestments of more than $22,000,- 
000 in facilities for transporting 
mail, passengers and express over 
a nation-wide network of airways 
approximating 28,000 miles con- 
structed by the Department of 
Commerce at a cost of more than 
$10,000,000. New equipment re- 
quired by air mail operators, much 
of which has been contracted for, 
aggregates $10,000,000 more. Air- 
port facilities costing approximate- 
ly $125,000,000 for improvements 
valueless except for aviation pur- 
poses have been provided, chiefly 


| ties 


| by a hundred or more atin 
An aeronautical industry 
|wholly dependent upon the con- 
|tinuance of the air mail services 

|has been created having an annual 

|turnover of not less than $25,000,- 
|000 in addition to the gross re- 
lceipts of the air transport opera- 
| tors. 


ODDIE PROVES 
FRIENDSHIP 
FOR AVIATION 


Since the Department has been | ges 
authorized by the McNary-Watres| President Behncke Pays 
Act to exert pressure on air mail| Tribute to Fighting 
operators to carry passengers, and | 
|express, their revenues derived | Senator 
ifrom non-postal sources, which 
| were practically nil four years ago, 
have steadily increased until at the 
|present time they are running at 
the rate of $6,000,000 per annum 








Senator Tasker L. Oddie proves 
to be a very staunch friend of the 
air line pilots. He is Chairman of 


> Senate os Nee o£ ne 
|and constantly increasing, notwith- md a ell on bers : = —_ 
| standing the general business stag- Le ae Pa amen inige seme. Mireaal 


|Chairman of the Joint Committee 
that favorably reported the $19,- 
000,000 Air Mail Appropriation 
back to the 


nation. The increase in revenues 
from passenger and express traffic 
jhas enabled the Department to cut 


: : Senate for action. 
the average compensation per mile 
|for air mail operators in successive| He has been fighting tooth and 
|stages from 82 cents in 1930 to an/nail for adequate support of the 


javerage of approximately 45 cents 
effective November 1, 1932. With 
general business recovery I am 


air mail program. You will pleas: 
note his remarks in the Congres- 
sional Record quoted in this issue 


confident the increased postal and of THE AIR LINE PILOT. 

other revenues that may reason- It is not hard to imagine what 
ably be anticipated will justify would have become of the air mail 
further cuts to a level approxi-!|situation if we did not have such 
mating the actual value of the loyal friends as we have in Wash- 
service rendered, excluding any ington, fighting for us all the time. 
subsidy. Of these friends, Senator Oddie is 


In considering the air mail prob- 
lem it must be borne in mind that 
more than 50 per cent of the cost 
of operating an air transport serv- 
ice is attributable to factors not 
directly connected with flying. It 
follows therefore that discontinu- 
ing schedules will not reduce 
erating costs proportionately. 
fewer miles the operator 
more it costs him per mile. 


outstanding. I quote from his r 
cent letter which was in reply to a 
letter from Headquarters asking 
for his help in adequately support 
ing the air mail program: 

“If the appropriation is elimi 
nated from the bill it will mean the 
breaking of faith by the Govern 
ment with the air mail contractors 
and will be a blow to our national 
defe as it will practically elim 

Moreover, passenger and express inate the air mail and seriously in 
patronage practically disappears jure the air industry, and 
with only one scheduled flight per ll, will be a serious blow and un 
24 hours and increases vastly more fair treatment to the pilots. If you 
than in arithmetical ratio as addi- have read the Congressional Rec 
tional schedules are provided. Fur- 0rd of the past few weeks you will 


op- 
The 
flies the 


nse 


above 


ther, it should be noted that public Rote that I alone have defended th 
patronage of the air mail depends Pilots on the floor of the Senate. 
upon its facilities being available 1 have done the same thing in th 
to every part of the country. committee for some time past. | 
Discontinuing the service to any want you to know that I consider 
portion of the country would sms the pilots among the finest and 
dese the air mall revenmes fae’ bravest lot of men of our country 
vastly larger sum than the air mail und that the most ~tolinaeee do for 
postage normally originating in the them is not enough.” 
part of the country affected. Thus 
it is obvious that curtailing mileage ity. Large sums of money havi 
flown is more than likely to in- been saved for the American busi 
crease the net burden to the Post ness by expediting the movement 
Office Department if the operator of banking items and generally 
is to be reimbursed his actual costs | speeding up what business has sur- 
and, of course, there is no other vived. May I remind you that many 
way to keep him in the air. postal operations are not self-sus- 
For the fiscal year ending July taining when standing alone. The 


1, 1930, Congress 
$15,000,000 for domestic air mail 
and 14,939,464 scheduled miles 
were flown, with 7,719,698 pounds 
of mail. 


appropriated rural delivery and the second-class 
service are conspicuous in this par- 
ticular. Both are justified by rea- 
son of the benefits to large groups 


of citizens. The air mail is produc- 


For the year ending July 1, ing at present not less than $7,- 
1931, the appropriation was $18,- 900,000 in revenue per annum. 
000,000, and 21,280,517 scheduled Under normal business conditions 
miles were flown, with 8,579,422 this revenue will probably be in- 
pounds of mail. creased at least to $10,000,000 and 

For the year ending July 1, the non-postal revenue received by 
1932, $20,000,000 were appropri- air mail operators will undoubtedly 
ated and 32,202,170 scheduled be increased from $6,000,000 at 
miles were flown, with 8,845,967 least to $10,000,000 per annum, 
pounds of mail. permitting a reduction in the Gov- 

For the year ending July 1, ¢™mment’s contribution to a sum 
1933, $19,460,000 were appropri- approximating the intrinsic value 
ated and it is estimated 34,500,000 Of the service actually rendered. 
scheduled miles will be flown, with Eliminating or crippling the air 


over 8,000,000 pounds of mail. 

The Bureau of the Budget, the 
Post Office Department, and the 
appropriation committees of the 
House and Senate made a thorough 
survey of the air mail requirements 
for 1934. In my judgment, due to 
present business conditions, the 
sum appropriated by the House of 
Representatives is the minimum 
which will suffice for this import- 
ant service if the extraordinary 
progress it has thus far made is 
not to be sacrificed. 

The past four years have been 
noteworthy in the development of 
faster, safer, and more comfort- 
able airplanes, flying instruments, 
radio communication, flying tech- 
nique, and in the training of hun- 
dreds of expert pilots and mechan- 
ics, all of which contribute im- 
measurably to our national secur- 


mail at the present time will prac- 
tically destroy the aeronautical in- 
dustry, with a gross annual turn- 
over of $50,000,000, taking into 
account the $25,000,000 disbursed 
by the air mail operators, and will 
wipe out investments of the Fed- 
eral Government, municipalities 
and private enterprises aggregat- 
ing more than $300,000,000. 

However, I rest the case of the 
air mail service squarely upon the 
legal and moral obligations of the 
United States Government by rea- 
son of covenants contained in the 
route certificates issued pursuant 
to the provisions of the McNary- 
Watres Act, vesting in the holders 
of such route certificates the right 
to carry the air mail over their 
respective routes and receive just 
compensation therefor until the 
fifth day of April, 1936. 
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Ryan, Lahies Ghiel. Joins 
Hands With Pilots; Gives 
Aid and Advice to ALP A 


President of Railway Carmen Co-operates in Program 


Set Forth By Behncke 


The Chairman of the Kansas City ALPA Council, recently) 
visited with Martin F. Ryan, President of the Railway Carmen! 
of America and Treasurer of the American Federation of Labor. An 
interesting exchange of views was had and a series of letters followed, | 
which THE AIR LINE PILOT is| = — | 
publishing in this issue. respect and confidence there is, of | 

A copy of President Green’s|course, a natural desire that I| 
wire to President-elect Roosevelt |should want to be helpful in any | 
was also given to the chairman by|and every way that I could pos- 
Ryan. The correspondence fol-|sibly be of service, and yet when 
lows: |I canvass this situation it seems 

February 3, 1933. that there is not very much that I 

;can do except to assure you of my 

{personal co-operation and offer| 

|Such advice and suggestions as may 
“Attached hereto is a letter re-| occur to me from time to time. 


ceived from Martin F. Ryan, presi- | ee ee : 
dent of the Railway Carmen of | ave very carefully read from 


America and treasurer of the Am-| Gee, healed “Sugeetions on Pay 
crican Federation of Labor. Mr-.| Rrieg”, and believe me it is an in- 
Ryan is one of my most esteemed ‘teresting document, and I cer-| 
friends and he stands high in ™Y |tainly congratulate you and others 
regard. He pays you a very glow-| who have assisted you in its prep- 
ing tribute in the inclosed letter, | ration. It seems to me that it is 
which will be published in the next}, wonderful document and pee 


Air Line Pilot. Mr. Ryan is one of | which ill seeanal eit etl tani 
the most powerful and influential pp & 


0 ..|to friends of air pilots, and here I 
ane » a — ‘S| cannot help — say that there are 
absolutely artless é : 2 é isti i i 

: tel) . |a great many distinguished men in 
gear proses po Fag Fenn “eo [nome Congress and United States | 
ri § . yall, © Ne . > 
Oe ake 6 ate enate | who will welcome the op-| 
ee o tale te curse | POrtunity to champion your cause | 
re —— at — pedir While | 2107 legislative lines in protect- | 
o take in case : ~~ |ing the interest of the pilots. 

Mr. Ryan is not versed on our line pi : a 

of work, he certainly knows organi- | It seems, however, that I should 

zation, and his advice will go far Suggest that your Washington rep- 

to help you. | resentative, Mr. Edward G. Hamil- 
: jton, should constantly keep in 

on | 2 : 

- — a with the office of President 
quite as atte > as 8 | Gree > ice ati 
to correspondence during the last of Labor. “You and’ I ae 
several weeks, but I have been tied| president. Green is sympathetic 
hand and foot with wage contro-| Vit, your organization and he al- 
versies and endless trouble either | ways has a line on influential men 
on one line eee |in the Senate and House who would 
ing you, as well as “» “\be helpful. The Fed i ike- 
copy of the completed report, “The | wise ising A cous ab ae 
T ilots’ Pay”, which | “aE Me 
oon 2 os ee — Rage = em 
was 3 s ace *|working under the directi f 
almost endless job before I finally President Green - ‘ ie i aaa 
lictated the final page However, | oy, th job a ti r "io ati, 
dicte é - i ‘ e assisting in legislation 
: is = Se ckrahip and every. (reduced by the Federation and 
1e entire member: “lits affiliate anization. re- 
one in Congress who is interested | foy¢, it is nace, eg 
. ro j » i 7 y | ; ; 
in some ae "4 “i aged . |ment, that your Washington repre- 
situation. t a sentative keep in constant touch 
measurable good. |with the office of President Green 

Sincerely yours, ‘and his legislative representatives. 
David L. Behncke. 
eo 2-2 


Jan. 14, 1933. 


David L. Behncke, 
3145 W. Sixty-third St. 








Chairman, 
Kansas City Council: 


; “I would also like to suggest 
|that your Washington representa- 
tive make connection with a per- 
‘sonal friend of mine in Washing- 
|ton whose name is Honorable Ed- 
og" |ward Keating, editor of our Wash- 
Chicago, Ill. ‘ington weekly newspaper LABOR. 
Dear Bro. Behncke: This newspaper is owned and con- 
“This will acknowledge receipt|trolled by the standard railway la- 
of your esteemed favor under date |bor organizations, or otherwise the 
of January 9th, in which you ad-| paper is subsidized in the interest 
vise that as requested by your of the railroad employees and or- 
Chairman of Kansas City, you were | ganized labor generally. The weal- 
sending me a sketch setting forth; thiest man in America could not, 
pilots’ pay situation as it nowjwith all of his fortune, buy one 
stands, which came to hand in due! single line of advertising in our 
time and for which I ask that you|weekly newspaper LABOR. This 
accept my thanks and appreciation. | may seem strange but nevertheless 
“T wish to say to you as Presi- | true that it is not our purpose to 
dent of your International Organi- be controlled by the influence of 
zation that I was happy indeed to;those who might advertise; in other 
have the opportunity of meeting | words, we want to be able to stand 
Kansas City Chairman who called | up and tell the truth about every 
at my office about a week ago, and | man who casts a vote in the United 
| had a most enjoyable visit with|States Senate and Congress, whe- 
him, and I say without any hesi-|ther he likes it or not. We want 
tation that I think he is just about our constituency to know what the 
as fine a chap as it has ever been|facts are and whether or not men 
my privilege to meet. He is the | honored with high office are will- 
type of man who will, in my opin-|ing to see to it that LABOR is 
ion, in your organization make his | given a square deal,—we ask noth- 
mark and influence felt intellee-;ing more or nothing less. 
tually and otherwise; in other; “Now it would seem that this is 
words, he seems to know “what about all I can offer at the present 
it’s all about”, and I am sure you time that might be helpful to the 
must feel highly honored to have | pilots. Your Chairman was telling 
him as one of your associate offi-!me that they were having new 
planes made to increase the speed 
“During my conversation with, and yesterday morning I read on 
the K. C. Chairman I explained to/|the front page of the Kansas City 
him that as a matter of fact I was|Star that we are now to fly from 
not well versed in the profession of New York to Frisco in fifteen 
aireraft flying, but that I did have hours. This is certainly “going 
a very deep and sympathetic feeling |some” and yet in face of all of | 
and admiration for your men who these terrific speeds they have the | 
risk their lives every day for the|nerve and the audacity to ask the | 
benefit of society and civilization, | pilots to work at a reduced rate of 
and beeause I have this feeling of pay. 


cers. 





| ALPA Friend | 











MARTIN F. RYAN 





“Brother Behncke, I can’t see it | 


and I am for you and your organi- 
zation 100% and my earnest prayer 
is that every pilot who risks his 
life in an airplane will see the light 
of day in his own interest and wel- 
fare and become a part of your 


great organization for the protec-' 


tion of himself and the loved ones 


who are dependent upon him. You} 
need have no fear as to the loyalty | 


and support that you will receive 
from the great American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 


“Again thanking you for your| 
‘letter and expressing regret that I 
;am not in a position to do some-| 


thing of a more substantial charac- 
ter than to offer advice, I am, as 
ever 
Fraternally yours, 
/s/ MARTIN F. RYAN, 
Treasurer, 

American Federation of Labor. 

“P. S. Brother Behncke, please 
do not hesitate to advise and coun- 
sel with Brother Green, our dis- 
tinguished President of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. I am 
sure that you will find him, as I 
always have, sympathetic and not 
only willing but anxious to serve.” 





AIRWAY BULLETINS 


Following are official bul- 
letins issued by the Aeronau- 
tics Branch of the Department 
of Commerce: 


BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 
Four T L radio range towers 
125 feet high erected 3 miles due 
North of Birmingham Municipal 
Airport. These towers will 


pending permanent eletrical light- 
ing. 


FRANKLIN GROVE 
The Franklin Grove intermed- 
iate landing field, O C 35 is safe 
for all aircraft landing. The boun- 
dary lights have been changed to 
white with green approach. 


NEW HACKSENSACK, N. J. 

Correct frequency of New Hack- 
sensack is 322 KCs and the correct 
teletype call letters are, “N X”. 


be | 
lighted at night by red lanterns} 


; February, 1933 
Pilot’s Pay Brief Given 
| Praise By Martin F. Ryan 


| 
| Picture of Labor Notable Placed in A. L. P. A. Office; 
Behncke Expresses Thanks 
| President Behncke in an exchange of letters with Martin Ryan, 
of the American Federation of Labor, thanks the labor leader for his 
valuable co-operation and continued interest in the progress of the 
Air Line Pilots Association. 
Kansas City, Mo. | 


ie neutn eo, oon, | WARES TALKS 
Air Line Pilots Association, 'TO BRITISH 
AIR GUILD 











|3145 West Sixty-third Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 
|Dear Brother Behncke: 


| Just a brief note at this time to; Our legal adviser, Lionel G. 
lacknowledge receipt of your es-|Thorsness, with offices at 100 
|teemed favor under date of Feb-|North LaSalle street, Chicago, 


lruary 83rd, in reply to my letter of | while in Europe in 1931 as a dele- 
January 4th, to which you attach|gate representing the American 
|copy of letter to the Kansas City |Legion at the Federation Inter- 


Chairman. jalliee des Anciens Combattants 
Please accept my thanks and_| (Inter-allied Federation of Ex- 
i made an_ extensive 


‘appreciation for your letter, and|S€rvicemen) mad <i n 
|alow me to say that I am delighted | Study of the air line piloting situa- 
if I have been of any service or| tion in Europe. He brought back 
encouraged you in your efforts as|the following comments made by 
Chief Executive of the Air Line |the Prince of Wales on the Air 


Pilots Association. I also desire to | Pilots Guild of Great Britain. 
express my most hearty apprecia- | |‘Guild” as the British term for 
tion for your autographed copy of | Association”. 

{complete report “The Truth About! Wales’ Address 


| Air Line Pilots’ Pay”. I have not} The Prince of Wales last night 
jas yet had time to read through|addressed the Guild of Air Pilots 
and check this report, as I will do|and Air Navigators at its second 
| just as rapidly as it is possible for) annual general meeting, held in the 
me to do so. However, I have/Mercers’ Hall. It was announced 
scanned through the report and Tat this meeting that the Air Min- 
desire to extend congratulations tojistry has decided to recognize the 
|you upon the very able manner in | guild’s certificate for flying instruc- 
which the report is put together. I|tors and to require the production 
have no doubt but what its con-| of that certificate before a commer- 
tents will be a most compelling in-| cial pilot’s license is endorsed 
|fluence in behalf of your friends|to allow him to undertake the du- 
|within and without the Labor|ties of an instructor. 
Movement who are anxious to be; Addressing the meeting, the 
of assistance to your splendid or- | Prince of Wales said that it was 
| ganization. more than fitting that the latest 
Brother Behncke, I note that it; form of transport—the transport 
\is your desire to publish in the Air, of the future—should have a guild 
Line Pilots official paper my letter|of its own. He had sufficient ex- 
to you of January 4th. If, in your | perience of flying in different parts 
judgment, it is worthy of that im-|of the world to know how great 
portant recognition, I will ask that | was the responsibility of air pilots 
you accept this as your authority and navigators. Far more than at 
to publish the same, and in the|sea did the safety of crews, pas- 
hopes of getting better acquainted |sengers, and cargoes depend on the 
with some of your boys, I am en-|pilot. Theirs was a great profes- 
iclosing herewith one of my photo- sion, one which gave valuable and 
graphs which I thought you might |courageous service. He had looked 
desire to use in connection with|forward a year ago to attending 
any statement that you care to/the first dinner of the guild. That 
publish. |dinner was prevented from taking 
In conclusion will say that I|Place by the saddest and gravest 
have been looking forward to a/disaster in the history of aviation. 
lvisit from you here in Kansas|In R 101 they lost both the master 
City. I have every reason to be-|@nd the deputy master of the guild, 
llieve that it would be wholesome |Men_ to whom its existence was 
and encouraging for you to do so, |Chiefly due, and he was glad that 
lif it were possible for you to come | their task had been so ably carried 
‘down to Kansas City and meet|0n The work the guild was doing 
|your boys as this is, as you know, | Was the most fitting tribute to their 
‘one of the great airports of the;mMemory. He welcomed the exist- 
country. ence of the guild because he knew 
With best personal regards and what very valuable service it could 
well wishes, I am as ever render to aviation. 

The guild had such a wonderful 
ifund of knowledge, gained in ex- 
|perience from the very earliest 
'days of flying, and it could help 
not only civil aviation but the offi- 
cial authorities as well. That it was 

Treasurer, doing so was manifest by the fact 
American Federationof Labor. that the guild was the first to point 
out the need of more control in 


Fraternally yours, 
MARTIN F. RYAN, 
General President, 
srotherhood Railway Carmen 
of America. 





elect Franklin D. Roosevelt 


ployes. 


people. 


tions for government employes 


ployes.”’ 





GREEN OPPOSES WAGE CUT 


William Green, President of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, sent the following telegram to President- 


favor upon any and all suggestions providing for a re- 
duction in the wages paid government employes: 


“In the consideration of any and all plans providing 
economy in the administration of government I most respectfully 
request that you look with disfavor upon any and all suggestions 
providing for a reduction in the wages paid government em- 


“Improvement in the distressing economic conditions which 
prevail throughout the nation can not be brought about through 
further reduction in the buying power of the masses of the 
Reduction in the wage standards of government em- 
ployes is bound to result in further depression in the wage stand- 
ards of those employed in private industry. 


“T have repeatedly emphasized the futility of wage reduc- 


means to be employed for the improvement of the economic and 
industrial situation throughout the nation. , a 
trust you will resolutely stand against any lowering of living 
standards or any reduction in the wages of government em- 


instruction. The Air Ministry had 
recognized the guild’s certificate 
for instructors, and they might 


| well be proud that at so early a 
stage in its work the guild had re- 
ceived that mark of the confidence 
of the Government. Another thing 
the guild did was to give recogni- 
tion to notable feats by British 
pilots all the world over. The first 
award of the Johnston Memorial 
Trophy had been made to Mr. F. C. 
Chichester for his remarkable feats 
of navigation in the spring, be- 
tween New Zealand and Norfolk 
|Island, a distance of 470 sea miles, 
jand from there to Lord Howe Is- 
land, a distance of 450 miles. Nor- 
| folk Island was only five miles long 
;and Lord Howe Island was even 
| smaller. 

| His Royal Highness then pre- 
jsented the trophy to Mr. Chiches- 
|ter and later in the evening learn- 
|ed from him how this feat was car- 
|ried out in a small aeroplane over 
the open sea. 


asking him to look with dis- 


for 


as’an economy measure or as a 


I sincerely hope and 
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INSTRUMENT FLYING PROBLEMS | DISCUSSED 


THE AIR LINE PILOT 











Outlines Proper Training 


Plan to Fly Plane ‘Blind’ - 


Pan American Flyer Scoffs 


at Those Who Lack Faith in 


Instrument Flying; Sends Communication 
From South America 


By F. J. (PAT) NOLAN 


(Pan Ameri 


can Airways) 


Some years ago I read an article written by Dave Behncke, pub- 


lished in the Journal of old NAPA. 
indicate that he did not think muc 
instrument flying. 

From what I gather 
today: (1) Old timers, 
or Post-war pilots. 


tice 


there 


Of course, 


pilots, kee-wees, adventure seekers, 
but in this 
pilot. I re all Behncke’s articles = 


about the blind flyer’s crystal gaz- 
ng device, and enjoyed them. 

‘It was my contention, even sev- 
eral years ago, that in the near fu- 
ture ninety per cent of all cross 
country flights would be made at 
altitudes above five thousand feet, 
depending on the weather and 
wind. This would require pilots 
who can and must fly by instru- 
ments, at least on ascent or descent 
from the most favorable altitudes. 

Barnstormers Laughed 

Note: A few years ago I was 
laughed at by some commercial 
(khaki-pants) barnstormers _ be- 
cause I spoke of landing at Cha- 
nute and Hat Box fields, in order 
to obtain wind aloff reports there. 
Today an airport that cannot fur- 
nish upper air data is not a com- 
plete or modern airport. 

Some too will scoff at blind or 
instrument flying, whichever you 
choose to call the art. 

Let us stop to consider some of 


the accidents that have happened 
the last few years in the aviation 
industry —on schedule flights cr 


runs—with a considerable loss of 
life. Understand I am placing no 
blame on the pilot, but it is quite 
possible that they might have been 
averted by going up through the 
clouds. 
Could Avert Crashes 

One accident in the Rockies, the 
worst in the history of air trans- 
portation, was avoidable (all acci- 
dents are avoidable) even if the 
pilot has gone too far to turn back. 
It would be better to go above the 


fclouds than go scrapping up can- 


yons and passes, to finally end up 
by flying into the side of a moun- 
tain. 


Another accident on the Pacific 
Coast might likewise have been 
averted by not trying to push 


through a rocky coast. 
When a mail pilot is killed, the 


‘public only thinks of a hero dying 


at his post trying to get the mail 
through; but when a _ passenger 
plane plows into a mountain killing 
ten people, that is another story. 
Such accidents can and must be 
avoided in the future, if we are 
going to sell air transportation. 
Points to Safety 

Instrument flying is not danger- 
ous if conducted along lines of 
safety. By this I do not mean that 
itis better to go blind on the least 
provocation. Familiarity with the 
route, radio communication as well 
s some form of directional radio- 
range beacons or loop direction 
finders, and practice in blind flying 
are some of the requirements be- 
fore it is advisable to indulge in 
cloud flying. Here are steps sug- 
gested: 

(1) The pilot is trained to have 
confidence in his instruments by 
instruction in some kind of a closed 
cabin or cockpit. Any one of sev- 
eral methods of instruction can be 
used — very similar to original 
fight instruction. Graduated up to 
practical problems as used with 
radio range beacons or directional 
radios. Stalls and spins should be 
included in the training. (2) By 
actual practice in the clouds—with 
a reasonable ceiling —in a small 
Plane, preferably a high wing 
monoplane. (3) By practice and 
*xperience as a co-pilot he is ready 
to handle a large transport plane 
in the clouds. In this we assume 


that the pilot is already an air line | 


pilot, with at least one 
actual hours. 


thousand 


are 
early birds, and old barnstormers. (2) Modern 
each school has its divisins—Its stunt | 


This, and the other criticisms would 
h of blind flying or those who prac- 


essentially two schools of pilots 





promoters and other parasites 


paper we want to consider — the professional or sities! 











( " 
Nolan, Pan American 


Flyer, Sends in Story 


Pilot F. J. (Pat) Nolan fiying 
or the Pan American Airways 
coniributes a revised article on 
instrument flying which appears 
in this issue. 

Nolan has been following the 
orientation stories of Pilots 
Snead and Stark in recent is- 
sues of The AIR LINE PILOT 
and presents his _ interesting 
work as a follow-up. 

Nolan had a _ vacation last 
March and stopped off in Chi- 
cago, where he met President 
Behncke for the first time. 

Pilot Nolan’s contribution ar- 
rived at Air Line Pilot Head- 
, ote from South America. 














Steps Important 
Steps (1), (2) and (8) are all 
very important; at least ten hours 
practice in each successive step or 
a total of thirty hours before a 
pilot should think of taking pas- 


sengers up through or down 
through solid cloud banks. 
Any pilot, who has done con- 


siderable cloud flying knows that 
seventy per cent of bad weather is 
found below ten thousand feet. 
Yes, and ninety per cent is not 
exaggeration. We might even in- 
clude clouds in that statement. 
While there are times that cloud 
formations will extend to altitudes 
far beyond the reach of our pres- 
ent day airplanes these conditions 
are rare, and even then, layers can 
be found (except in cumulo-nim- 
bus formations) that will enable 
the pilot to fly by the horizon for a 
few minutes. 

Regarding cumulo-nimbus _ dis- 
turbances, any pilot who intention- 
ally flies into one is plumb crazy. 
These are easily distinguishable 
from a considerable distance. In- 
strument flying in their vicinity 
nearly always can be avoided. 

Picture 
and another at 6,000 ft beyond a 
10,000 ft. range of mountains. On 
days of complete overcast the 
pilots should think nothing of 
climbing up through or coming 
down through the clouds with, of 
course, a reasonable ceiling under- 
neath. 

Radio Is Needed 

You will agree with me that ra- 
dio communication is necessary if 
the pilot is going to fly above the 
clouds. 

Some will say that modern in- 
struments are not adequate for 
blind flying. True they are not per- 
fect. In exceedingly rough weather 
the bank and turn indicator is 
practically useless as an _ instru- 
ment for blind flight. Here is 
where the Sperry Gyroscope Com- 
pass is very useful. But as a rule 
there is little exceedingly rough in- 
strument flying above five thous- 
and feet, except in cumulo-nimbus 
formations, and these are to be 
avoided. Of course, one may en- 
|counter rough air at high altitudes, 
but not bad enough to render the 
bank and turn indicator useless. 
|The rate of climb is another essen- 


tial instrument, so the advertise- 
|ments say. 
The instrument panel of the 


future airliner will no doubt in- 
tlude some kind of a combined 





an airport at sea level ” 











MINUTE SKETCH © 


DAVID L. BEHNCKE 





Former War Flyer Organ- 
ized ALPA; Flies Air 
Mail for United 

Capt. David L. Behncke, World 
War Veteran, and President of 
THE AIR LINE PILOTS ASSO- 
CIATION, is flying the Chicago- 
Omaha run for the United. 

Behncke is married and has two 
fine children. When not out on his 
run, Dave can always be found at 
Headquarters where he 
his spare time guiding the destinies 
of the ALPA, which he helped to 
create and later organize into its 
present energetic status. 





Behncke lives and breathes As- 
sociation. He has just completed, 
with the assistance of Central 


Headquarters, a brief entitled ‘““The 
Truth About Pilots’ Pay”. This 
was a trying task, which he brought 
to a successful conclusion. This 
work will be of infinite value in 
presenting the pilot’s side of the 
pay controversy. 





bank and turn and ee 
cial horizon indicator, 
altimeter, and some kind of a visi- 
ble radio course indicator. Of 
course, a replacement better 
than an addition to the instrument 
panel, if the new instrument em- 
bodies all the characteristics of the 
old one. Manufacturers should pay 
special attention to the placing of 
the instruments—well grouped and 
in a convenient line of vision. 
Points Out Trouble 

The best thing I have heard of 
yet is a visible radio beam or sig- 
nal Just imagine stations and all 
necessary high points and _ inter- 
vals along the route throwing out 
a radio beam visible, through the 
clouds—to the pilot. By flying 
over each station or beam he knows 
he is above the highest level of the 
mountains and right on his course. 
That is an ideal and not improb- 
able development. Sut must we 
wait until these things come about, 
to develop instrument flying, when 
by proper training pilots can fly 
in and over the clouds to keep 
schedules, with more safety than 
flying under soupy weather. This 
is not practical if stops are made 
every fifty miles. 

There are two things that might 
give trouble in flying through the 
cloucs, especially in a northern 
climate. Ice in the carburetor and 
ice on the wing. It is rather dis- 
tressing to be flying blind and have 
one motor or one’s motor lose 
R. P. M. This can be eliminated 
with carburetor heaters. Prevent- 
ing ice from the wings is being 
worked out. Multi-motored planes 
have an advantage over single 
motor planes in that (1) They are 
more stable and easier to fly by 
instruments. (2) If one motor 
quits or loses R. P. M. one con- 
tinues on the remaining motors. 
It would be rather embarrassing to 
have a_ forced 
clouds over mountains. 

Parachutes Needed 

In the future airlines where they 
fly over clouds 
country, some _ device 
worked out where the pilot can—}| 
if he sees a forced landing is in-! 
evitable — release and have the 


Artifi- 
some electric 


is 


spends all! m 


jean be 
landing through | 


in mountainous | 
must be, 


passengers let down ty aS | 
either individually or collectively. 
Nor can you put a parachute on a| 
passenger and shove him or her| 
overboard. The ideal way would be | 
to have the parachute or a chair 
opening automatically when re- 
leased by the pilot. 

Here’s my conception of a 1940 
airliner operating on a 200 m. p. h. 
schedule between Chicago and San 
Francisco. The design and size will 
be left to your imagination. With 
his up to the minute weather re- 
ports, the pilot climbs in, and the 
ship is off at eight P. M. There is 
a heavy fog on the field and the 
pilot headed her into the wind and 
directly at a fifty foot tower 
(above all obstructions) throwing 
out visible radio beams every sec- 
ond (through the fog). At one 
thousand feet he comes out over 
the fog, and sets his course for the 
next radio beacon, two hundred 
miles west. From his reports he 
decides that 12,500 feet will give 
the most favorable wind. At 8:30 
he passes over the second beacon 
and notes with his slide rule that 
he has averaged 175 m. p. h. He 
now at 12,500 ft. Allowing 
time to climb to that altitude, that 
is not such bad time. At 9:30 he 
is just south of the Des Moines 
beacon noting that he made the 
last hundred miles at 230 m. p. h. 
“Must have a tail wind up here all 
right,” he muses. At 10:05 P. M. 
he lands at Omaha averaging 205 
p. h. After refueling, discharg- 
ing mail and passengers, and with 


1S 


a new load he is off at 10:20. 
North Platte is closed, but Chey- 
enne is open he hears over the 


radio. One-half hour out of Chey- 
enne he starts his descent. Any- 
thing faster than 400 feet a min- 
ute annoys the sleeping passengers. 


At 9,300 feet he goes blind and 
comes out at 7,200. At 12:51 he 
lands at Cheyenne. Here another 


pilot takes the ship on to Frisco, 


making it an average of 200 
m. p. h. Why repeat the same 
story. Chicago business men were 


in San Francisco in the 
with a good night’s sleep. 

This is my conception of a fu- 
ture airliner’s progress and flight. 

Notes “Buncombe” Books 

There has been considerable 
“buncombe” as well as some good 
articles and books written on in- 
strument flying. ‘Instrument fly- 
ing”’ the word that should be 
used because the public obtains a 
false interpretation of the word 
“blind flying’. Not long ago I 
come across an article in an aero- 
nautical publication and the ar- 
tist’s conception of blind flying was 
a pilot flying an open cockpit plane 
with a blindfold over his eyes in- 
stead of a pair of goggles, and that 
of 


morning 


is 


sort hooey is handed out to 
prospective passengers and_ the 
public. 

There is really only one book, 


with which I am familiar, that is 
worth mentioning. It is by Capt. 
Ocker and Lt. Crane. The others 
I have read are 
or too elementary as the one, two, 
three method. This idea may be 
okay for a beginner or if one gets 
in trouble, but finished instrument 
pilots do not get into trouble. 
However, I have heard some very 
favorable comments on the ability 
of this author to fly and land by 
instruments. 

This much is certain: Namely, 
“Instrument flying has its limita- 
tions.” It is part of a pilot’s judg- 
ment — based on experience and 
confidence — to recognize these 
limitations. Instrument flying has 


\greater hazards at night than in 


daytime. Conditions under which 
ice will form in the carburetor and 
on the wings must be avoided if 
possible. Equipment to overcome 
these danvers is necessary if exten- 
sive flying is done in the clouds 
during the winter. 
laid down as to conditions 
of ceiling and visibility, and when 
to and when not to fly by instru- 
ments. That all comes under the 
pilot’s school of experience. 


prove a great deal before pilots 
try fog landings with passengers | 
‘and especially if I am one of the| 
passengers. 


, underneath. 


either too general | 


| spectors. 


Alti- | 
meters are going to have to im-| 


Sever 


BY PILOT EB J. “PAT” NOLAN 


Dalek Tells 
of Blind Flying 


Writes Nolan, Matin of Ar- 
ticle Printed in This 
Issue 

Following is a letter written by 
David L. Behncke, president of The 
Air Line Pilot’s Association, to 
Pilot “‘Pat’? Nolan, Pan-American 
flyer whose article on “Blind Fly- 
ing” is printed in an adjoining col- 
umn. The letter: 

“Your very kind and informing 
letter dated February 13th re- 
ceived. I was indeed very pleased 
to hear from you. Your article 
blind flying is in this issue of 
Air Line Pilot. 

“I wouldn’t be a bit surprised 
but what the insurance companies 
would clamp down on this blind 
flying, especially if the fellows 
don’t stop bumping themselves off. 
In spite of the fact that I have 
ridiculed blind flying and made it 
a subject of many humorous ar- 
ticles before I became seriously 
interested in what is now our Asso- 
ciation, I believe I did much 
blind flying as the average individ- 
ual flying on a line today. 

Behncke’s Rule 

“My rule never pull up 
through anything or come down 
through anything if I haven’t suffi- 
cient ceiling underneath to right 
my ship from any out-of-control 
position, should I get fuzzy on the 
instruments and lose control. 

“Another rule I follow is—not 
to pull up through unless I have 
a very good idea that the stuff isn’t 
lying very thick, not over 4,000 or 
5,000 feet at the very most and | 
don’t believe it best to pull into 
the stuff and go absolutely blind 
just yet, with absolutely no ceiling 
However, there are 
pilots on my same run who play 
this blind flying much stronger 
than I do but when the year rolls 
around I usually show just as good 
a record on schedules completed as 
they do which 


on 


The 


as 


is 


proves definitely 
that the difference between being 
a little more conservative than be- 


ing wild is very small, so we should 
all be a little more 
Need Common Sense 

“While we are on the subject I 
would like to know what you think 
about the editorial I wrote in thi 
Air Line Pilot, entitled “A Page 
of Sorrow”. It was a very difficult 
subject to treat, as it was neces- 
sary to give proper reverences to 
the departed, as well as warn the 
living and I am wondering whether 


conservative. 


I was successful in getting my 
thought across. I am glad you fel- 
lows understand this matter, be- 


cause it is just another step in the 
direction of safety and heaven 
knows, we need plenty of that kind 
of common sense at this time. 

“IT certainly agree with you on 
the thirty hour theory which proves 
that you have done a lot of think- 
ing on the subject. I observed our 
pilots in blind flying training very 
closely on the Boeing Division of 
the United Air Lines which is com- 
monly conceived as being an up-to- 
date and high class air line with 
the finest possible personnel, not 
only in pilots but all the way down 
the line and all the way up the 
line for that matter, to the presi- 
dent. and when they started giving 
blind flying they figured from ten 
to twelve hours should do the trick. 
This theory was exploded very 
early in the Boeing program of 
blind flying training and it was 
found that a man was starting to 
fly blind when he had about 


|twenty-two or twenty-four hours 
No set rules | 


and when he reached the thirty 
hour mark he was ready for the in- 
As a result Boeing 
has put out an order that no one 
will be allowed to take the blind 
flying test unless he has had thirty 
hours under the hood. As I turn 


| this matter over in my mind, I 


|think you should feel very proud, 
|having hit the nail on the head as 
you did in this case. 
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AIR INDUSTRY SEEN AS MEANS TO END DEPRESSION BY BRISBANE 





NOTED EDITOR 





Flaming Plane Lands Safely 





PLACES FAITH 
IN AVIATION 


Compares It to Steam and 
Electricity; Urges Farley 
to Lend Aid 


Mr. Arthur Brisbane, the world’s 
foremost editor, writing in his 
syndicated column, “TODAY”, for 
the February eighth;‘issue of the 
Chicago Herald and Examiner, says 
that full development of flying 
might end the depression. 

The value of Mr. Brisbane’s 
opinion cannot be overestimated 
and for this reason THE AIR LINE 
PILOT is reproducing his editorial 
having to do with the future of the 
air industry. 

Flies to Dinner 


Editor Brisbane was the guest 





Vision Future in Building 
_ Airports, Report Suggests 


Government Report Urges 
Equipment, Facilities to 
Care for Growth 








Reduce Prices 
of Examinations 


Washington, D. C.—A compre-- For Licenses 


hensive report embodying a nation- | 
wide study of the problems in-| —— 
volved in controlling aerial traffic! Washington, D. C.—Reductions 
at airports has been made to Col.|in the fees to be paid to medical 
Clarence M. Young, Assistant Sec- | examiners by licensed airplane 
retary of Commerce for Aeronau-|pjlots and applicants for student 
tics, by the Committee on Airport| permits has been announced by 
Traffic Control of the Department|(Col. Clarence M. Young, Assistant 
|of Commerce, which Colonel Young | Secretary of Commerce for Aero- 
had organized in the fall of 1929 | nauties. 

| to make an intensive inquiry into} Applicants for trans ort, limited 
jall phases of this subject ‘ Tit sogensiaied and tadasteial pilot li- 
Committee rendered a preliminary | conses hereafter will pay only $10 
report sis December, 1930. ; lin stead of $15. Private and stud- 
Under the chairmanship of| .n¢ pilots will receive their original 
| Harry H. Blee, director of aero-| medical examinations for $7.50 
nautics development of the Depart- A similar reduction applies to an- 
|ment of Commerce, the committee |1.41 ye-examinations, the fee for 
was assisted by subcommittees or- ; 








|ganized in co-operation with the 





at a dinner party given at the 
Miami Biltmore. Many notables 
were present, including James A. 
Farley, the new Postmaster. L. P. 
Bonfoey of Quincy, IIL, flew his 
sellanea to the dinner in eight and 
a half hours. Mr. Brisbane, in his | - aoe = 


out on his all-metal ship. 
ship who, with nine passengers, lan 


American Engineering Council at 
28 cities throughout the United 


| which has been reduced to $7.50. 
|Mid-year checks for transport and 
\limited commercial pilots will con- 





T. & W. A. plane safely to earth near Bakersfield when flames broke 
Here is Pilot Bellande and his co-pilot of the 


Photo through courtesy of International News Photo. 


States. Excerpts from the reports panes: RO O0ey oe 


of a number of these subcommit-| Medical examiners are desig- 

tees are included in the document. |"@ted by the Aeronautics Branch 

Rules Suffici |to conduct the physical examina- 

i Miiersa pes: maereees |tions required by the Air Com- 
At airports where traffic move- | merce Regulations. 

ments are infrequent or sufficiently | 

spaced,” the report said, “experi- | 


ded safely. 





ison ma aeChieago Race NONE HURT IN 


ence has demonstrated that the 


“It is gratifying to — Mr. 
Farley’s interest in Mr. Bonfoey’s * 
Plans Taking 
Shape Rapidly 


flight. 
Arrangements are being made to 


“As Postmaster General, Mr. 
Farley will be able to do more than 

|hold an elaborate program of air 
racing in Chicago on July 1, 2 


all the rest of the United States | 
3 and 4. 


to develop flying. And develop- | 
ment of flying is what this country | 
needs. 

“Depressions are ended by some- : ‘ r 
thing NEW AND STRIKING. The} The Chicago Air Race Corpora- 
discovery of steam ended the de-|tion, which conducted the 1930 
pression after the battle of Water- | National Air Races, has renewed 
loo. As you know, the 1849 gold | its charter in order to promote the 
rush ended another depression. | 1933 event. 

Wide use of electric light and! Capt. M. M. Corpening, presi- 
power ended another. |dent of the corporation, and Maj. 

“Full development of flying|/R. W. Schroeder, secretary, at- 
might end this one, bringing San | tended the February 25 meeting of 
Francisco within ten hours of New|the N. A. A. to obtain sanction for 
York. ithe races. 

“If smiling Mr. Farley accomp-| Plans are being made, it was 
lishes this, he will be remembered | learned, to handle the Chicago 
after many Presidents have been} races this year on a basis that is 
forgotten.” lexpected to give pilots and other 
|participants greater benefits than 
. if ; 4 tl lthey have ever received before. 
Annual figures released recently | ‘ . 
by the air industrial groups sup-| Pilots who have discussed the 
port Mr. Brisbane’s thought. Air | Proposed plan of operation with 
transport lines will do a gross | the air race management are of 
business of about $38,000,000. For On accord in hailing it as a “new 
the first time, receipts from trans- | deal for aviation and air racing”. 
port service in 1932 have exceeded Definite details were not divulged, 

Seti tie aalo of aivcratt and | pending action on the sanction ap- 
motors, domestic and export, mili- plication. 
tary and non-military. The Chicago races on the July 

Air mail was flown about 37,-|dates are expected to be the na- 
000,000 miles in 1932 and for this|tion’s outstanding aviation event of 
year an estimate of 38,000,000 is |the year. Numerous manufacturers, 
made. Total passenger revenue is| donors of important trophies, pilots 
around $11,000,000 and mail re-|and others interested have pledged 
ceipts are $27,000,000. Fares are|their full co-operation, according 
expected to remain at 6.2 per mile.|to Maj. Schroeder, director of 


at i ; | events. 
rhe air industry of today is cer- | ts 


tainly something NEW AND} Headquarters have been opened 
STRIKING, and Mr. Farley would |in room 217, Sherman Hotel, where 
do well to give it every considera-|full information on the races can 
tion and aid. |be obtained. 

| _ Officers of the Chicago Air Race 
|Corporation include: Col. Robert 
|R. McCormick, Chairman of the 
board; Capt. Corpening, president; 
|John Hertz, vice president; Maj. 
|Schroeder, secretary, and Charles 
|F. Glore, treasurer. 





Farley Has Opportunity 


Figures Back Brisbane 


those 





EAT WAGE 
| FIGHT ENDS 


Assurance that Captain Doe 
would co-operate with Con- 
gressman Mead of the Post || 
Office Committee in all problems | | 
relating to air mail and pilots || 
has been learned by THE AIR 
LINE PILOT from the ALPA 
representative in the Capitol, || 
E. G. Hamilton. | 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





PILOTS REVIEW 
AIR LINE PILOT 


The following pilots reviewed 
and approved the February issue 
of the AIR LINE PILOT: 
| H.C. HEISING (NAT). 

. JEPPESEN (BAT). 

. G. MURRAY (BAT). 

. L. PRESTON (TAC). 
M. THORNTON (BAT). 
- McMILLEN (NAT). 


Mr. Hamilton advises the Chi- 
cago headquarters of the ALPA 
that Captain Doe pledged to go 
along with Congressman Mead, 
assuring the solon that there 
would be no cuts to E. A. T. || 
Pilots. | 

| 








nam em 








Uniform Field Rules, (suggested 
by the Department of Commerce 
for adoption by airports), supple- 
menting the Federal Air Traffic 
Rules, are sufficient to preserve or- 
der in the traffic flow. However, 
traffic densities at many of our 
airports have already reached a 
point where definite control, in- 
volving signaling equipment of va- 
rious types and a carefully thought- 
out plan of traffic flow is neces- 
sary. With the continued develop- 
ment of air transportation and the 
consequent multiplication of traffic 
densities, the need for such con- 
trol will be still more pronounced. 

“Terminals always have been 
and probably always will be ‘bottle 
necks’ of transportation, whether 


BURNING SHIP 


Ed Bellande, veteran pilot fly-| 
ing the Transcontinental and West- 
ern Air run between San Francis- 
co, together with his co-pilot, land- | 
ed a burning tri-motored Ford} 
near Bakersfield, Cal., and saved | 
his nine passengers. 

The big transport was ten miles 
north of Bakersfield, when sparks 
from the motor ignited fuel in the 
gasoline line, so Bellande headed 
for the city airport and set the 
heavy plane down smoothly with 
flames threatening the wing tanks. 

Bellande’s feat recalls the heroic 


Illinois Pilots 
Association News 


By RUSSELL HENRIKSEN 
(Secretary) 

The meeting of February 21st, 
|1933, will be recorded in the his- 
|tory of The Illinois Air Pilots As- 
|sociation of the greatest import- 
ance, for under the capable leader- 
iship of Mr. L. P. Straube, Editor 
of the Federation News, the officers 
jof the Association were officially 
installed. This, the first installation 
lof officers, has taken place at a 
idate later than usual procedure 
dictates, only because of the fact 
that we have been busy fighting 
jour arch enemy, the Illinois Aero- 


act of Pilot Mal Freeburg, 


For 
the 


this, Freeburg 
Air Mail Medal 


motor. 
ceived 
Honor. 


The Air Line Pilots Association 


and President Behncke were quite 
active in 


council 
concerning the 


that Bellande’s 
complete report 


forced landing of Bellande and his 


co-pilot. 


Air ™ 
Cautioned About 


Chicago Lights 





American Airways, Inc. 
Municipal Airport, 
Chicago, Illinois. 
Gentlemen: 
Pilots 


of transport 


airplanes in the direction of the 
north floodlight. 
the BBT 


efficiency out of 


lights. 


The lenses and mechanism must 
kept clean, however, if pilots 
persist in turning up their engines 
| with the tail directed toward the 


be 


light, the efforts of City elec- 
tricians to keep the light clean are 
in vain. 

Will you kindly caution your 


pilots to turn up their engines east 
of the floodlight with the tail di- 
rected to the east, or west of the 
floodlight with their tail directed 
This will not work a hard- 
ship on any one and will be very 


south 


much appreciated by this office. 
Very truly yours, 


John A. Casey, Superintendent, 


Chicago Municipal Airport. 


who 
landed his ship after dropping a 
re- 


of 


getting recognition for 
Freeburg. The ALPA has requested 
submit a 


> 


airplanes 
have been cautioned, when turning 
up engines preparatory to taking 
off, not to direct the tail of their ; 
, nomic progress of aeronautics, the | with a dead motor from an altitude & 
This request has : 
been made in order to get the most 
flood- 


of ground, water or air systems. | : She 
The conduct of aircraft from the |"@¥tc Commission. 
free spaces of the open airway, Mr. Straube, in his address to 
through a congested terminal, safe-|the assembly, brought home the 
ly and speedily and in sufficient | purposes of unified action and the 
numbers to justify the cost of the | results that we may justly expect 
terminal itself, offers many per- | from this action, in no uncertain 
plexing. problems deserving the|manner. His concrete examples of 
most careful study.” | others who have traveled the road 
Mast Lock Ahead ‘before us only bears proof of the 
ost : ; vital importance of his words. 

It is typical of transportation) | : 
systems the world over,” the report. rhe officers who were installed 
said, “that they have seldom been|Were: Maj. Herman H. Woeltjen, 
constructed with sufficient capacity | President; Harold H. Shepard, 1st 
to meet future demands. Sizes of | Vice president; Russell Henriksen, 
bridges and tunnels prevent the | Secretary; M. A. Cafferallo, treas- 
use of larger freight cars that | UTe", and Mason L. Ellis, sergeant 
would mean real economy in the /@t arms. 
carriage of many commodities. The Board of Directors: C. R. K. 
Our roads and city streets are con-| Johnston, W. A. McHale, George 
stantly being widened, oftentimes|H. Hoeck, Ralph Wilson, Tony 
at tremendous expense. The mas-'| Mackiewicz, Dalbert Koerner. 
ter plan for the development of the Two of the officers who were 
airport should contemplate the!|unable to attend the installation 
traffic to be handled years hence.|were C. W. Helm, 2nd vice presi- 
Each step in construction can then | dent, owner of the weather ship at 
be a lasting one and part of the|the Municipal Airport, and Ray 
ultimate project.” Colton, the pilot, and also one of 

Concerning the importance of|the members of the Board of Di- 
efficient traffic control to the eco-|rectors, who had a forced landing 





report said: ‘While safety and/of 18,000 feet at Blue Island, IIli- 
speed are of prime importance in nois. Colton escaped uninjured. 
the handling of traffic at airports, The Buy American Campaign of 
the economics involved must also the Chicago Herald and Examiner 
be given consideration Air trans- was enthusiastically accepted by 
portation will have to stand on its |the Association, which went on rec: 
own feet if it is to occupy a place | ord as being ii accord with th 
in the general system of transpor- movement 100%. 
tation. Safety and speed alone will! embers of our parent organi- 
not justify the widespread use that zation, The Air Line Pilots Associa- 
is expected of this new mode of tion present at the installation also fm 
transportation, Cost will also have favored us with encouragement ané ’ 
a bearing. The unit movement cost co-operation, and tendered theif 
(determined by dividing total op- Peesidonite regrets that he could 
erating costs by plane movements) | not pe present because of an out of 
must be in line; otherwise, a seri- town trip ; 
ous cost burden will be laid on air a is 
transportation.” jing area design; types of landing 
Discuss Many Topics |areas; general signaling require- 
Topics discussed in detail, and|ments; and radio, aural and visual 
from the technical viewpoint, by|means of conveying information to 
the report include progress of land- aircraft for direction of traffic. 
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